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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  19TO 


ea  « <=>  O 0 O ^ 0 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Lowt 032.O 


To  the  Chairman  and 

Members  of  the  Golbome  Urban  District  Council 


Mr0  Chairman.,  Mrsc  Healey  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  health  and  sanitary  cirsumstanres  of  the  Urban  District  of 
Golbome  for  the  year  ended  December,  1970?  together  with  the  vital 
statistics  for  that  year. 

My  predecessor,  Dro  Ro  Ellis  Jones,  was  in  office  until  September 
when  he  left  to  take  up  an  appointment  as  consultant  psychiatrist  at 
Newchurch  Hospital o 

The  number  of  live  births  in  1970  was  530,  exactly  the  same  number 
as  in  the  previous  year.  The  ’crude®  birth  rate  was  18.9  pe~  -thousand 
of  the  population  and  the  adjusted  birth  rate  (used  for  comparison  with 
other  areas)  was  I60I0  The  live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
I60O0  6?o  of  live  births  were  illegitimate  compared  with  8 $ for  England 

and  Wales. 

There  were  12  infant  deaths  during1  the  first  year  of  life  and  of 
these,  eight  occurred  during  the  first  four  weeks  of  Xifeo  These  are 
higher  than  the  unusually  low  figures  recorded  last  year  but  are  in  line 
with  the  average  in  recent  years 0 When  dealing  with  very  small  numbers, 
there  is  often  a noticeable  fluctuation  from  year  to  year.  The  infant 
mortality  rate  was  23  compared  with  19° 8 for  the  Lancashire  admmis trat.lv® 
county  area  and.  18  for  England  and  Wales  o There  were  three  still  biiths 
during  1970  and  the  perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  one  week)  was  15  per  thousand  total  births.  The  perinatal  mortality 
rate  for  the  Lancashire  Administrative  County  area  was  2 6 and  for  England 
and  Wales  23  per  thousand  total  births. 
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The  number  of  deaths  in  1970  was  254  which  showed  some  increase  on  the 
numbers  recorded  in  previous  years 0 The  ’crude5  death  rate  was  9«0 
per  thousand  population  and  the  adjusted  death  rate  (used  for  comparison 
with  other  areas)  was  12.7  per  thousando  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11. 7 and  the  adjusted  rate  for  the  Lancashire  Administrative 
County  area  was  13.6® 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  show  an  upward  trend  over  the  years  and 
in  1970  numbered  17  (14  males  and  three  females).  Lung  cancer  is  commoner 
than  cancer  of  any  other  part  of  the  body,  and  10  of  the  deaths  occurred 
in  persons  under  the  age  of  65*  Ischaemic  heart  disease  (coronary  disease) 
was  the  leading  cause  of  death,  accounting  for  the  deaths  of  37  men  and  23 
women  of  whom  15  men  and  three  women  were  under  the  age  of  65°  As  has  been 
pointed  out  in  previous  annual  reports,  both  of  these  illnesses  are 
associated  with  cigarette  smoking.  The  pattern  of  deaths  due  to  accidents 
was  similar  to  last  year,  motor  vehicle  accidents  causing  two  deaths  and 
other  accidents  (which  include  drowning  and  all  kinds  of  falls  both  inside 
and  outside  the  home)  causing  six  deaths,  four  of  which  were  in  the  over 
75  age  group. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  but  4 cases  of  respiratory 
tuberculosis  and  1 case  of  non-respiratory  were  notified. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
members  of  the  Council  for  their  welcome  to  me  and  for  their  interest 
in  public  health  matters.  It  is  also  a pleasure  to  acknowledge  the 
help  and  co-operation  readily  given  on  all  occasions  by  Mr.  J.  Blakeley, 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  his  staff. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Healey  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  M.  V.  PACKER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS  AND  DESCRIPTION  OP  THE  AREA 
General  Statistics 


Area  of  district  in  acres 7*567 

Population..  Census  1951  0.  . . . • ..  ..  ..  . „ 16,876 

Population..  Census  1961  . . . . „ 21  j>  277 

Population.  Registrar  General's  estimate,  mid  1969  . . 279620 

Populationo  Registrar  General's  estimate,  mid.  1970  . . 28,100 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  - 

End  of  1969  according  to  rate  books  8,781 

End  of  1970  " " " " 9,007 

Rateable  Value-  End  of  1969  . £866,942 

Rateable  Value®  End  of  1970  . . . . £900,309 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  at  end  of  1970  £3s4?0 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OP  THE  AREA 

The  Golbome  Urban  District  extends  from  Ashton-in-Makerfield,  Haydock 
and  Newton-1  e-Willows  on  the  West  to  Irlam  Urban  District  and  Rixton-with- 
Glazebrook  in  the  Warrington  Rural  Area  on  the  East,  a distance  of  about 
seven  miles.  The  southern  boundaries  axe  Newton  Urban  District  and  Croft, 
in  the  Warrington  Rural  District,  whilst  the  area  is  bounded  on  the  North 
by  Abram  Urban  District  and  Leigh  Borough* 

The  geological  features  of  the  Urban  District  vary  very  greatly. 
Starting  from  the  western  end  and  proceeding  eastward,  we  first  find  coal 
fields  and  red  sandstone,  with  a covering  of  clay  surfaced  by  a good  depth 
of  loamy  soil.  In  the  more  central  parts  of  the  area  there  is  a sandstone 
base  with  a decreasing  amount  of  clay  and  in  the  eastern  portions  the  sub- 
soil becomes  more  sandy  and  the  surface  soil  much  more  open,  eventually 
becoming  largely  moss  land. 

The  surface  waters  from  Lowton  and  Golborne  Wards  mainly  gravitate 
to  Millingford  Brook,  which  passes  through  the  former  Newton  Lake  before 
entering  Sankey  Brook,  whose  ultimate  outlet  is  into  the  River  Mersey  at 
Sankey  Bridges. 
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Lowton  St.  Mary's,  Kenyon  and  Culcheth  are  principally  drained  by 
streams  flowing  eastward  into  the  River  Glaze,  which  falls  to  the 
Manchester  Ship  Canal . The  height  above  Ordnance  datum  varies  from 
100  to  150  feet. 

For  the  purposes  of  Local  Government  the  district  is  divided  into 
six  wards,  comprising  Heath  Park  Ward  and  St.  Thomas  Ward  in  Golborae, 
Lowton  East  Ward  and  Lowton  West  Ward  in  Lowton,  and  Gulcheth  Ward  and 
Newchurch  Ward  covering  Culcheth  and  Glazebury,  each  with  three 
representatives,  making  a total  of  eighteen  councillors. 

The  principal  industries  in  the  district  are  Artificial  Silk 
Manufacture,  Coal  Mining,  Engineering,  Jam  and  Sugar  Confectionery  and 
Agriculture.  Employment  has  been  well  maintained  in  these  industries 
during  the  year.  Expansion  and  development  has  continued  steadily  in 
all  parts  of  the  Urban  District  during  the  period  under  review. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

269 

229 

498 

Illegitimate 

21 

11 

32 

TOTAL 

290 

240 

530 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  populations = 


Crude  ..  ..  . . ..  ..  18.9 

Adjusted  ..  ..  16.1 


Ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate  to  national  rate  1.0 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births  of  total 
live  births  - 6.03 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

2 

1 

3 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  - 5°6 


DEATHS 

119  Females  Total  254 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  populations - 


l&S 

S©  Males 


Crude 


00  o 0 


00  90  00  © o 


9°0 


o © 00 


o © 00  00  © o 00  00 


Adjusted 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate  to  national  rate 


12o? 

1.08 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 

1 YEAR 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

8 

10 

Illegitimate 

2 

- 

2 

TOTAL 

4 

8 

12 

DEATH  RATES  OF  INFANTS  ONDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .0  . 0 0.  . . . • 22.63 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . . ..  20.08 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  62. 50 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  . . . . » . 8 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  15»09 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  . . . . • » . . . . 5 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . • 9 <=  43 
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PERI.- NATAL  MORTALITY 

No.  of  still  births  plus  No0  of  deaths  in  first  week  of  life  8 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  ••  ..  15°00 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  . . . • Nil 

Deaths  rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  •»  Nil 


STATISTICS 

FOR  THE  AREA, 

1970 

ANALYSIS  OP 

INPANTILE 

MORTALITY 

Cause  of  Death 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Age  at  Death 

M 

P 

Asphyxia  due  to  aspiration  of 
stomach  contents 

1 

4 months. 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

1 

2 

1 month;  2 months; 

3 months. 

Intracranial  Haemorrhage, 
difficult  forcep  delivery, 
deep  transverse  arrest 

1 

8 hours. 

Meningomyel oc  el e 

1 

1 week. 

Myelitis 

1 

1 week. 

Prematurity 

1 

3 

3 minutes;  2 hours; 
20  hours;  1 week. 

Pulmonary  Ateloctasis 

1 

2 days. 

STATISTICS  FOR  THE  AREA,  1970 
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+ 1970  adjusted  birth  rate  (comparability  factor  0®85)  - l6d  per  1,000 
* 1970  adjusted  death  rate  (comparability  factor  l«4l)  ■=  12°7  per  1,000 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES 9 1970 


Incidence  and  Mortality  of  Tuberculosis 


Respiratory 

Nan-respiratory 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Noe  of  New  Cases  Notified 

Golbome 

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

Lowton 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Kenyon 

- 

«3 

- 

- 

*=> 

Culcheth 

No0  of  Cases  Transferred 
to  the  District  from 

other  areas 

2 

2 

Golbome 

c=> 

« 

— 

- 

Lowton 

1 

1 

- 

0 

2 

Kenyon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Culcheth 

0 

<=> 

Deaths 

Golbome 

a 

- 

- 

Lowton 

= 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Kenyon 

- 

- 

- 

Culcheth 

Removed  from  Resister 

Disease  arrested  and 

patient  recovered 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Removed  to  other  districts 

- 

1 

- 

0 

1 

Died  from  other  causes 

Noo  of  Cases  on  Register 
at  list  December,  1970 

1 

1 

Golbome 

16 

12 

5 

6 

39 

Lowton 

10 

6 

4 

3 

23 

Kenyon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Culcheth 

4 

8 

1 

1 

14 

*T  ' 

TOTALS 

30 

26 

10 

10 

76 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OP  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES , 1970 


COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS 


1970  and-  the  period  of  1965=1969 


Noo  of  Cases 
Notified 

Noo  of 
Deaths 

Noo  on  register 
at  end  of  year 

Total 

Respc 

Non~Resp„ 

Resp0 

Non-Respo 

Resp0 

Non^Respe 

Year  1970 

4 

1 

- 

56 

20 

76 

" 1969 

6 

3 

- 

59 

13 

72 

" 1968 

5 

- 

1 

52 

15 

67 

" 1967 

3 

2 

“ 

- 

57 

20 

77 

" 1966 

5 

= 

2 

60 

19 

79 

" 1965 

5 

2 

ca 

67 

22 

89 

Average  of 

5 years 

1965=1969 

5 

1 

1 

- 

59 

18 

77 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  for  the  district  is  provided  by  the  following 
authorities s- 

Golbome  and  Lowton  - water  supplied  and  distributed  entirely  by  the 
Makerfield  Water  Board, 

Kenyon  and  Culcheth  - water  supplied  and  distributed  by  Warrington 
Corporation, 

All  the  houses  in  the  district  are  now  directly  connected  to  public 
water  mains , 

The  water  supply,  whilst  being  chemically  a hard  water  in  part  of 
the  district,  is  constant  and  has  satisfied  the  purity  standards  of  the 
Ministry  of  Healtho  Generally,  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  has  been 
satisfactory.. 

No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination 
or  plumb o solvent  action. 

Eleven  samples  of  mains  water  from  the  various  public  supplies 
were  submitted,  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  were  found  to 

be  satisfactory.. 

Number  of  houses  with  piped  supplies s-  (a)  direct  from  mains,  9»00J 
(b)  by  stand  pipe,  0;  (c)  from  private  supplies,  0<> 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

With  the  exception  of  a number  of  houses  situated  at  a considerable 
distance  from  any  public  drainage  system,  all  premises  in  the  district 
are  now  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewers.  Of  the  houses  not  connected 
to  the  Council’s  sewers  referred  to  above,  the  majority  are  provided 
with  septic  tanks  for  the  treatment  of  sewage  arising  at  the  premises. 
During  the  year  the  Council  have  undertaken  the  emptying  of  septic  tanks 
and  cesspools  on  request. 


Rivers  and  Streams 

The  pollution  of  the  Millingford  Brook  with  sewage  from  the 
Ashton°in-Maker field  district  still  continues,  but  to  a much  lesser 
degree.  The  brook  does,  however,  suffer  from  the  unauthorised  dumping 
of  all  types  of  rubbish  which  interferes  with  the  flow  of  water  and 
requires  frequent  cleaning  out. 
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Public  Cleansing 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector® 

Seven  motor  vehicles , all  of  which  are  of  modem  design  are 
employed  on  this  work,  and  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping® 

Housing 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  detailed  report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector  the  survey  of  housing  defects  has  continued  and  action  has  been 
taken,  principally  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  to  remedy  defects  arising 
in  dwelling  houses® 

During  the  year  ten  Council  bungalows,  one  wardens  house  and  eight 
flats  for  aged  persons  were  completed  and  occupied,  these  being  in  the 
Golbome  and  Lowton  areas  of  the  Urban  District®  Thirty-three  houses 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  bungalows  were  erected  by  private 
enterprise,  making  a total  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  additional 
housing  units  provided  during  the  year. 

Twenty-four  houses  were  demolished,  twenty-two  of  these  as  a result 
of  Demolition  Orders  made  during  1969,  and  the  remainder  on  voluntary 
undertakings  given  by  the  owners®  One  house  was  also  closed  during 
the  year® 

There  are  eighteen  Council  housing  estates  and  2,672  houses, 
bungalows  and  flats  are  owned  by  the  Council.  These  are  distributed 
as  follows:- 


Culcheth 
Glazebury 
Golbome 
Kenyon  ® . 
Lowton  • ® 


• o © © © © 

0 9 « • o O 

O © 0 9 O O 

O • 9 0 9 0 

9 9 9 0 0 9 


747 

74 

1,265 

4 

582 


At  the  end  of  the  year  thirty  bungalows  and  flats  at  Golborne 
and  twelve  dwellings  for  aged  persons  at  Culcheth  were  in  course  of 
erection. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 
(a)  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

One  slaughterhouse  is  in  operation  in  the  district  and  animals 
slaughtered  there  provide  a portion  of  the  meat  supply  for  the  Culcheth 
and  Glazebury  districts o The  main  supply  of  butchers  meat  is,  however, 
obtained  from  outside  the  district  and  the  quality  of  all  meat  sold  is 
generally  good* 

All  food  preparation  premises,  including  cafes,  restaurants  and 
snack  bars,  are  kept  under  observation  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors. 
These  premises  have  generally  been  kept  in  a clean  condition  during  the 
year,  and  there  has  been  a gradual  improvement  in  the  standard  of 
hygiene  and  equipment  of  these  premises. 

(b)  Milk  Supply 

The  major  portion  of  the  work  undertaken  in  this  sphere  has  been 
concerned  with  the  inspection  of  dairies  and  other  requirements  relating 
to  the  distribution  of  milk  together  with  the  sampling  of  milk  supplies 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  Brucella  infection,  more  attention 
being  given  to  the  latter  in  view  of  its  public  health  importance. 

The  whole  of  the  milk  retailed  in  the  district  is  "designated” 
and  sold  in  sealed  bottles  in  accordance  with  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  No.  3 Order,  1953®  All  the  supplies 
have  been  sampled  regularly  and  sampling  of  milk  at  farms  prior  to 
pasteurisation  has  been  continued. 

A total  of  78  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year*  Of  this  number,  8 were  submitted  for  the 
biological  test  and  all  were  found  to  be  free  from  Tuberculous  infection. 
26  samples  were  submitted  for  the  Milk  Ring  Test  to  determine  Brucella 
infection,  two  of  which  were  found  to  be  positive,  but  the  cultures 
from  these  two  samples  were  subsequently  found  to  be  negative.  24  samples 
of  Pasteurised  milk  and  20  samples  of  Sterilised  milk  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

No  cases  of  infectious  illness  have  arisen  in  which  milk  has  been 
the  vehicle  of  infection  and  it  has  been  unnecessary  to  prohibit  the 
sale  of  any  supply. 
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PROVISION  OP  GENERAL  HEALTH  AND  ANCILLARY  SERVICES 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  inves tig&iions  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Withington  Hospital,  Manchester o The  chemical  analysis  of 
water,  milk  and  other  foods  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Analysts 
Laboratory,  Preston.. 


Examinations  Made  During  1970 

Positive  Negative  Total 

Faeces  2 52  54 

Hospital  Services 

No  general  hospitals  are  situated  within  the  Urban  District,  but  a 
full  range  of  the  services  normally  to  be  found  in  a district  general 
hospital  is  provided  at  hospitals  in  Wigan,  Leigh  and  Warringtono 
Facilities  for  maternity  cases  are  provided  at  Billinge  Hospital, 
Warrington  General  Hospital,  Victoria  Park  Maternity  Home,  Warrington, 
and  the  Firs  Maternity  Home,  Leigho  Patients  requiring  in-patient 
treatment  for  tuberculosis  are  admitted  mainly  to  Wrightington  Hospital., 
out-patient  sessions  are  held  by  the  Chest  Physician  at  Leigh  Infirmary.. 
Facilities  for  the  treatment  of  psychiatric  illnesses  are  centred  on 
Winwick  Hospital,  and  Billinge  Hospital,,  and  for  mental  subnorm^lity  at 
Newchurch  Hospital,  Culehetho 

Nursing  Homes 

One  registered  Nursing  Home  is  situated  in  the  Urban  District,  namely 
the  Five  Acres  Nursing  Home,  Kenyon  Lane,  Lowton.  Regular  inspection  and 
supervision  of  this  Home  is  maintained  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer., 

Executive  Council  Services 


The  family  doctor  service  and  the  general  dental,  pharmaceutical  and 
ophthalmic  services  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Lancashire  Executive 
Council,  42  West  Cliff,  Pres t on 0 
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COUNTY  COUNCIL  SERVICES 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  is  the  Local  Health  Authority,  and 
the  day  to  day  administration  of  the  wide  range  of  services  which  it 
provides  in  this  area  is  in  the  hands  of  Divisional  Health  Committee 
No.  10. 


Ambulance  Service 

All  vehicles  in  the  Lancashire  County  Council  ambulance  service 
are  under  radio  control,  and  all  services  in  the  Division  are  controlled 
by  staff  at  the  area  ambulance  headquarters  at  Whist on.  Vehicles  from 
other  stations  can  be  brought  in  easily  because  of  the  radio  contact 
when  necessary. 

This  service  deals  with  all  types  of  cases  where  such  transport 
is  required  by  reason  of  illness  (including  mental  illness  or  mental 
subnormality),  whether  accident,  other  emergency,  general  illness  or 
infectious  disease.  In  cases  of  emergency  any  person  having  reason 
to  do  so  may  summon  an  ambulance  and  the  emergency  service  number  * 999 * 
should  be  used.  In  other  cases  the  calls  for  this  service  are  made 
either  by  a doctor,  dentist,  midwife,  nurse  or  other  duly  qualified 
person,  who  can  call  Whiston  headquarters,  telephone  number  051-426-5222. 

Five  stretcher-carrying  ambulance  vehicles  and  three  ''Sitting  case" 
cars  are  stationed  at  the  Ambulance  Station,  Silverdale  Road,  Newton-le- 
Willows  and  manned  by  an  appropriate  staff,  all  qualified  in  First  Aid. 

Clinics 

With  the  completion  of  the  new  clinic  at  Culcheth  during  the  year, 
the  Urban.  District  is  now  served  by  two  purpose-built  clinics.  In 
addition  to  the  County  Council's  services  the  clinic  at  Culcheth  is 
used  as  a branch  surgery  by  a partnership  of  general  practitioners. 

Clinic  sessions  are  detailed  below:- 

Golborne  Clinic,  Derby  Road 

Child  Health  Clinic,  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  2 = 4 pom. 

Ante-natal  Clinic,  Wednesdays,  2-4  p°m. 

Ante-natal  Relaxation  Class,  Mondays  2-4  p°m. 

Cervical  cytology,  dental  and  chiropody  sessions  are  held  by 
appointment . 

Culcheth  Clinic.  Jackson  Avenue 

Child  Health  Clinic,  Tuesdays  2-4  p-m. 

Ante-natal  Relaxation  Class,  Wednesdays  2-4  p»®° 

Cervical  cytology,  dental  and  chiropody  sessions  are  held  by 
appointment . 
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Child  Health  Clinics  are  also  held  in  rented  premises  as  follows  s*» 
Lowton  - Civic  Hall,  Wednesdays  2 - 4 p»m. 

Glazebury  - St.  John#s  Methodist  Churchy  Alternate  Mondays  2 - 4 P°m° 


A Health  Visitor  is  a State  Registered  Nurse  who  has  received  at 
least  a course  of  training  in  midwifery  and  undertaken  a year  of  special 
training  in  preventive  medicine  (especially  early  detection  of  handicaps ), 
health  education,  and  social  work.  Although  in  much  of  her  work  she  is 
concerned  with  mothers  and  children,  her  duties  are  by  no  means  confined 
to  these  members  of  the  family.  In  recent  years  the  Health  Visitor  has 
worked  increasingly  with  adults,  particularly  the  elderly . 

A substantial  part  of  the  Health  Visitor® s time  is  spent  in  connection 
with  the  School  Health  Service  undertaking  the  duties  of  a School  Nurse. 

If  a Health  Visitor  has  the  aptitude  she  may  undertake  teaching  of  classes 
in  health  education  and  mothercraft  subjects  which  are  included  in  the 
school  curriculum. 

Hitherto  each  Health  Visitor  has  worked  in  a defined  geographical 
area,  hut  the  current  trend  is  to  make  the  Health  Visitor ®s  caseload 
the  patients  registered  with  one  or  more  family  doctors  and  to  arrange 
for  the  Health  Visitor  to  have  frequent  contact  with  the  doctors. 

The  Health  Visitors  employed  in  this  District  are  based  at  the 
Clinics  at  Derby  Road,  Golbome  and  Jackson  Avenue,  Culcheth. 

Midwifery 

Whole-time  domiciliary  midwives  are  engaged  on  this  work  within 
the  District  in  the  employ  of  the  County  Council,  which  is  both  the 
Local  Health  Authority  and  Supervising  Authority  under  the  Midwives 
Act.  These  nurses  normally  accept  responsibility  for  cases  residing 
within  reasonable  proximity  of  their  homes,  hut  the  principle  of  the 
expectant  mother* s free  choice  of  midwife  (as  of  doctor),  is  well 
established.  Each  has  a car  at  her  disposal  to  enable  her  to  respond 
quickly  to  urgent  calls  and  to  carry  apparatus  for  analgesia. 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Corless,  16  Ash  Grove,  Golbome  Tel.  No.  Ashton-in- 

Makerfield  76571° 

Miss  N.  Harrison,  11  Upwood  Road,  Lowton  Tel.  No.  Ashton-in- 

Makerfield  77002. 

Mrs.  L.  Thomas,  1 Stretton  Avenue,  Lowton  Tel.  No.  Ashton-in- 

Makerfield  76088. 

Mrs.  J.  Holland,  8 Crossfield  Avenue,  Culcheth  Tel.  No.  Culcheth  3069. 
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An  "attachment"  scheme  is  now  in  operation  by  which  district 
nursing  sisters  take  their  patients  according  to  the  medical  practice 
to  which  they  are  attached  and  not  according  to  a geographical  district 
as  before®  District  nurses  of  the  S®E®N®  grade  and  nursing  auxiliaries 
are  also  employed  to  work  under  the  supervision  of  the  nursing  sisters? 
in  this  scheme  nursing  sisters  and  general  medical,  practitioners  work 
closely  together  with  full  consultation  so  that  the  skill  of  the 
specially  trained  nurse  can  be  properly  employed® 

The  names y addresses  and  telephone  numbers  of  the  Nursing  Sisters 

ares- 

lies®  I®  Fotheringham,  37  Woburn  Avenue*  Newt on-1 e-Will ows  Tel®  No® 

Newton  6724° 

Mrs®  L«  Morrison*  The  Bungalow*  Longbarn  Lane*  Wooiston  Tel®  No® 

Warrington  35213® 

Mrs®  E®  Monks*  365  Newton  Road*  Lowton  Tel®  No®  Leigh  71445° 

Mrs®  M®  Dutton,  37  Gulcheth  Hall  Drive*  Gulcheth  Tel®  No® 

Gulcheth  2235° 


Vaccination  and.  Imm'uni.sation 

Facilities  are  provided  both  by  the  County  Council  and  by  family 
doctors  for  giving  protection  against  smallpox*  poliomyelitis* 
diphtheria*  whooping  cough*  tetanus*  measles*  and  german  measles® 
Certain  other  immunisations*  e0g®  against  typhoid  fever*  may  be  given 
by  family  doctors  when  required®  The  B®G0G.  injection  against  tuber- 
culosis is  given  by  the  School  Health  Service  and  by  the  staff  of  Chest 
Clinics® 


Home  Help  Service 

This  service  is  available  under  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
Divisional  Health  Scheme  (No®  10  Health  Division)*  to  homeq,.  requiring 
such  assistance  by  reason  of  the  presence  in  the  household  of  a ease 
of  sickness  (including  mental  illness  and  deficiency)*  advanced 
pregnancy*  a parturient  woman*  an  aged  person  or  a child  under  school 
leaving  age. 

The  service  is  not  a free  one?  contributions  must  be  made  by 
the  applicants  towards  the  cost  of  provision  in  accordance  with  scales 
adopted  by  the  County  Council®  Many  applicants  are,  however*  old  age 
pensioners  in  straightened  circumstances  whose  incomes  are  below  the 
minimum  prescribed  by  the  scales*  who  therefore  receive  this  help 
free  of  cost® 
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Mental  Health 

Social  work  help  and  statutory  action  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Mental  Health  Act,  1959*  for  persons  suffering  from  mental  illness 
or  subnormality  is  provided  by  a team  of  four  Mental  Welfare  Officers 
based  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  Winwick  (telephone  No.  Warrington 
37444)e  Any  request  for  the  services  of  a Mental  Welfare  Officer 
outside  normal  office  hours  should  he  made  through  the  Ambulance 
Control  Centre  at  Whiston*  (telephone  No.  051-426-5222)  which  will  contact 
the  duty  officer  on  call* 

A xTunior  Training  Centre  for  120  mentally  handicapped  children 
and  an  adjacent  hostel  for  25  children  are  situated  at  Mill  Lane, 

Newton-1 e-Will ows,  and  an  Adult  Training  Centre  for  45  subnormal  men 
and  women  and  a hostel  accommodating  27  residents  are  located  at 
Grange  Road,  Haydock.  Another  Adult  Training  Centre  and  Hostel  are 
in  course  of  erection  in  Golbomeo 

Welfare  Services 


The  County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  implementing 
Parts  III  and  IV  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  and  related 
legislation.  Broadly  speakirg,  these  services  provide  for  the  elderly, 
the  handicapped,  and  the  homeless.  As  is  the  case  with  the  services 
already  mentioned,  the  day  to  day  administration  of  the  Welfare  Services 
is  in  the  hands  of  Divisional  Health  Committee  Noo  10.  The  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  has  on  his  staff  a Divisional  Welfare  Organiser  who 
lead3  a team  of  four  Social  Welfare  Officers  and  two  Welfare  Assistants. 

The  County  Council’s  scheme  utilises  very  fully  the  various  voluntary 
agencies,  including  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  which  provide 
an  excellent  means  of  fostering  liaison  between  the  statutory  and 
voluntary  bodies  concerned  with  the  care  of  the  aged.  Either  directly 
or  through  the  voluntary  agencies  the  County  Council  makes  provision 
to  meet  a wide  range  of  needs  of  aged  and  handicapped,  persons, 
including  provision  of  counselling,  social  club,  luncheon  clubs  and 
"meals  on  wheels",  training  facilities,  home  and  workshop  employment, 
occupational  therapy  and  holidays. 

Accommodation  is  provided  for  those  of  the  aged  population  no 
longer  able  to  live  an  independent  existence  in  their  own  homes,  even 
with  the  maximum  help  from  the  domiciliary  services.  The  Homes  in 
this  Division  are  Golbome  House,  Golbome  (which  accommodates  50 
residents),  Heathside,  Penketh  (50  residents)  Heyescroft,  Haydock  (51 
residents),  and  L archfields,  Newton-le~Willows  (51  residents).  Day  care 
and  short  term  care  are  also  provided  at  each  of  these  Homes. 

Residential  accommodation,  including  short  term  care,  for  the  handi- 
capped is  provided  elsewhere  in  the  County  (at  Swinton  and  Eleetwood). 
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One  of  the  most  useful  developments  in  recent  yaars  has  been  that  of 
warden  - supervised  bungalows  or  flatlets  for  elderly  persons  and,  when 
necessary , the  handicapped.  These  afford  the  privacy  and  the  stimulus 
associated  with  a person  having  his  or  her  own.  home,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  providing  the  security  deriving  from  the  presence  of  a responsible 
person  who  ’"keeps  an  eye”  on  the  resident  and  can  send  for  help  if  it 
should  be  required© 

Temporary  accommodation  is  provided  at  Farnworth  and  Trafford  Park 
for  families  who  become  homeless  for  reasons  which  could  not  reasonably 
have  been  foreseen© 

Prevention  of  Illness , Care  and  After-Care 

The  scope  of  these  arrangements  is  very  wide  and  includes  health 
education,,  health  visiting  in  the  homes  including  those  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis,  the  provision  of  ancillary  nursing  equipment, 
the  after-care  of  patients  who  have  suffered  from  illness  either  at  home 
or  in  hospital,  and  the  provision  of  convalescent  accommodation©  It  also 
includes  the  provision  of  a chiropody  service  available  to  the  elderly  (aged 
65  or  over),  registered  handicapped  persons,  and  expectant  mothers© 

Further  information  about  all  of  the  foregoing  services  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Divisional.  Medical  Officer,  Divisional  Health  Office,  Winwiok 
(telephone  Warrington  37444)® 

Children 6 s Department 

The  responsibilities  of  the  County  Council  under  the  Children  Act 
and  Children  and  Young  Persons  Acts  are  carried  out  by  the  Children0 s 
Committee  through  the  Children0 s Officer©  Locally^  Area  Children9 s 
Committee  No.  11  is  responsible  for  the  day  to  day  operation  of  the 
service©  The  Area  Children® s Officer  is  Mr©  W©  Hitehie,  Williams 
Deacon’s  Bank  Chambers,  Market  Street,  Leigh  (telephone  Leigh  74121)© 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1970 
— oOo— 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Golbome  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Healey  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  my  Annual.  Report 
on  the  environmental  and  cleansing  services  of  the  Urban  District  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1970,  which  is  my  twenty-eighth  annual  report 
since  appointment  and  the  final  report  prior  to  my  retirement  from  the 
service  of  the  Council. 

The  report  is  similar  in  form  to  those  of  previous  years  and  again 
I have  to  report  a considerable  expansion  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  as  a result  of  new  legislation  and  growth  of  the  district.  With 
the  increasing  pace  cf  present  day  public  health  requirements  and  the  speed 
of  action  which  is  expected  by  the  general  public  in  the  majority  of  cases 
all  your  inspectors  and  clerical  staff  have  been  under  considerable  pressure. 

Following  the  introduction  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  increased  efforts 
were  made  to  get  owners  to  improve  their  property  and,  for  the  first  time 
for  several  years,  a number  of  Improvement  Grants  were  mad<%  together  with 
an  increased  number  of  Standard  Grants  for  the  provision  of  a bathroom. 

During  the  year  twenty- four  houses  were  demolished,  twenty-two  of  which 
were  the  subject  of  demolition  orders  made  during  the  latter  part  of  1969<> 

One  house  was  also  closed  and  a considerable  amount  of  repair  work  was 
carried  out  on  the  older  type  of  house. 

The  number  of  complaints  from  various  sources  was  somewhat  less  than 
the  previous  year  and,  as  in  previous  years,  a considerable  number  of  these 
were  in  respect  of  drainage  difficulties.  Complaints  regarding  rodent 
infestations  were  again  substantial  and  a large  number  of  these  were  due 
to  structural  defects  in  buildings  and  failure  to  take  proper  preventive 
measures , 

Much  attention  has  again  been  given  to  the  supervision  of  food  premises, 
and  food  handling  processes,  and  795  inspections  were  made  of  food  premises 
of  all  types,  including  198  inspections  in  connection  with  the  administration 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 
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The  public  cleansing  service  encountered  some  difficulty  in  maintaining 
a regular  collection  of  refuse,  due  largely  to  the  high  absence  rate  of  the 
workmen,  and  in  spite  of  working  considerable  overtime  every  week-end  it  was 
not  possible  on  a few  occassions  to  maintain  a weekly  collection  of  refuse* 

The  delivery  of  the  new  refuse  collection  vehicl  e in  May  marked  a further  step 
in  the  improvement  of  the  Council ®s  fleet  of  vehicles o This  vehicle,  which  is 
of  the  rotating  impeller  type,  has  nearly  twice  the  capacity  of  the  other 
compression  type  vehicles  and  has  a much  greater  degree  of  compaction  of  the 
load* 


The  disposal  points  provided  by  the  Council  under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act 
which  enable  residents  to  deposit  rubbish  free  of  charge  were  again  very  well 
used  and  almost  twice  the  amount  of  rubbish  was  removed  from  these  sites  compared 
with  the  previous  year*  A special  collection  for  unwanted  furniture  and  other 
household  articles  was  provided  throughout  the  year  and  in  spite  of  all  these 
facilities,  the  dumping  of  rubbish  on  road  verges  and  other  places  continues  at 
almost  the  same  rate  as  before* 

The  Council 8 s second  smoke  control  area  came  into  operation  on  1st  July, 
1970?  and  a large  area  of  the  Urban  District  south  of  the  East  Lancashire  Road 
is  now  covered  by  smoke  control  orders* 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I record  the  successful  culmination  of  the 
training  of  the  pupil  public  health  inspector,  Colin  G>  Ogden,  who  passed  the 
final  examination  of  The  Public  Health  Inspectors  Education  Board  in  June, 

1970,  and  was  awarded  the  Diploma  of  the  Boardo 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairmen  and  Members 
of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committees  for  their  continued  interest  in  all 
matters  affecting  the  environmental  health  services  and  to  the  Clerk  and 
other  officers  for  their  helpful  co-operation  and.  assistance  at  all  times* 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr*  Ellis  Jones  and  later  Dr*  Packer,  I 
tender  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  help  and  support,  and  to  Mr*  Longworth 
and  Mr*  Speed,  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors,  and  Miss  Pearnley, 
the  Health  Department  Clerical  Assistant,  I tender  my  grateful  thanks  for 
their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr*  Chairman,  Mrs*  Healey  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

J*  BLAKELEY, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent® 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OP  THE  DISTRICT 


Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections 


Abandoned  Motor  Vehicle  oo  <>»  

Accumulations  and  Burning  of  Rubbish  

Agriculture  (S«.Ho  and  W.P<>)  Act  »<.  

Animals  Inspected  »•  <>•  ••  * 

Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act  

Bakehouses  eG  <>•  »„  •«  

Butchers 9 Shops  <> . ..  >«  

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ».  . . 

Caravans  «•  0 • •«  ««  « « « 

Civic  Amenities  Act  ».  ..  .»  

Clean  Air  Act  - Inspections  oo  

Clean  Air  Act  ° Revisits  . • . . » . . 

Closet  Conversions  . . ..  <,.  . 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  ..  .«  . 

Dirty  and  Verminous  Houses  ..  ..  

Ditches  and  Watercourses  . » « 

Dwelling  Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts  - Inspections  . 
Dwelling  Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts  - Revisits 
Dwelling  Houses  under  Housing  Acts  - Inspections  . • 
Dwelling  Houses  under  Housing  Acts  = Revisits  .•  . 

Examination  and  Testing  of  Drains  » . . . 

Factories  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  o*  oo  • • # # # 

Factory  Outworkers  Premises 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  oo  •«.  o.  ..  ..  .. 

Food  Inspection  oo  Oo  »»  oo  

Fried  Pish  Shops  . . . . « . 

Grocers 9 Shops  oo  oo  oo  «o  ••  • « • • # 

Greengrocers  and  Fishmongers  oe  

Hawkers  Storage  Premises  .e  o«  oo  

Ice  Cream  Premises  .*  ..  . . 

Ice  Cream  Samples  ..  oe  o.  

Improvement  and  Standard  Grants  - Inspections  .. 

Improvement  and  Standard  Grants  - Revisits 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning 

Insect  Infestations  

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents  and  Contractors  . . . 

Keeping  of  Animals 
Licensed  Premises 


Meat  Inspection 
Milk  Sampl es  „ • 

Miscellaneous 
Noise  Abatement 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  .. 
Other  Food  Preparation  and  Storage  Premises 
Other  Shops  o»  »o 

Pathological  Specimens  Submitted  .»  . . 


59 
25 

1 

642 

2 

28 

22 

12 

19 

8 

14 
391 

1 

37 

4 

7 

131 

61 

31 

78 

649 

13 

2 

198 

56 

17 

60 
12 

15 
35 
27 
93 

296 

226 

11 

42 

2 

8 

105 

74 

162 

5 

109 

83 

33 

54 


O O 


Rag  Hock  and  Other  Pilling  Materials  Act 
Rag  Hock  etCo  Act  - Samples  taken  oe 
Refuse  Collection  oo  <><>  oo  o o 

Eefu.se  Tips  9 © 00  00  00  00 

Eent  Acts  - Eevisits  o o o o 0 » 00 

Eodent  Infestations  and  Sewer  Baiting 
Schools  00  00  00  09  ao  00 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  00  00  O0 

Shops  Act  Inspections  0 o o • 0 c o » 

Slaughterhouse  00  00  co  oe  00 

Smoke  and  Grit  Emission  00  00  <>« 

Smoke  Observation  00  »»  00 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers  0 o o 0 0 » 

Water  Samples  »o 

Water  Supply  o o 


Inspections 
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o o 


o o 

o o 


o o 

o © 

o o 

o o 

o 0 
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o o 
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o © 

o o 
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2 

1 

53 

59 

1 

18 

2 

2 

66 

104 

9 

8 

3 

11 

14 


4,313 


Work.  Carried  Out  to  Eemedy  Defects  Discovered  and  Dealt 

with  under  Public  Health  Acts„  Housing  Acts,,  etc« 


Work  Carried  Out 

Public 

Health 

Acts 

Hous~ 

ing 

Act 

Other 
Acts  & 
Orders 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

Additional  outside  waterclosets  provided 

0* 

New  watercloset  buildings  provided 

1 

- 

- 

1 Defective  watercloset  buildings  repaired 

1 

- 

| Defective  watercloset  supply  pipes  repaired 

2 

- 

- 

| Defective  watercloset  cisterns  repaired 

1 

- 

Defective  watercloset  pedestals  renewed 

1 

- 

Defective  watercloset  pedestal  seats  renewed 

1 

- 

- 

Privy  closets  converted  to  fresh  waterclosets 

4 

- 

*=* 

Privy  closets  abolished 

4 

- 

- 

Ashpits  abolished 

2 

- 

- 

DRAINAGE 

Choked  drains  cleared 

212 

<*> 

Defective  drains  repaired 

1 

- 

<= 

Additional  drains  provided 

4 

74 

Additional  drain  inspection  chambers  provided 

1 

2 

=» 

Drainage  systems  reconstructed 

3 

= 

Existing  houses  connected  to  public  sewer 

5 
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Work  Carried  Out 

Public 

Health 

Acts 

Hous- 

ing 

Act 

Other 
Acts  & 
Orders 

Drainage  - Continued 

Drains  provided  with  vent  shafts 

- 

32 

a 

New  eavesgutters  provided 

4 

30 

- 

Defective  eavesgutters  repaired 

1 

1 

- 

Downspouts  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

28 

New  soil  pipes  provided 

- 

28 

- 

New  Bath  and  wash-basin  waste  pipes  provided 

- 

81 

- 

New  sinks  provided 

- 

23 

- 

New  sink  waste  pipes  provided 

- 

24 

- 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes  repaired 

- 

- 

- 

New  septic  tanks  provided 

1 

- 

New  septic  tank  outfall  drains  provided 

1 

- 

- 

HOUSING 

New  .floors  provided 

a 

56 

a 

Defective  floors  repaired 

4 

3 

ca 

New  skirtings  to  floors 

- 

8 

- 

New  window  frames  provided 

1 

153 

- 

Defective  window  frames  repaired 

3 

a 

- 

Broken  window  cords  renewed 

3 

» 

- 

Additional  windows  provided 

- 

23 

- 

Defective  wallpl aster  renewed  (rooms) 

2 

98 

«* 

Defective  ceiling  plaster  renewed  (rooms) 

1 

42 

- 

Dampness  - Provision  of  dampcourse 

- 

2 

- 

" - Cement  rendering  of  walls 

*= 

3 

- 

New  staircase  provided 

- 

1 

- 

Provision  of  Handrail  and  repairs  to 

staircase 

- 

9 

- 

Ventilated  foodstore  provided 

- 

2 

- 

Permanent  ventilation  provided  to  existing 

foodstore 

- 

- 

- 

New  firegrates  provided 

- 

22 

- 

Defective  firegrates  repaired 

1 

- 

New  doors  and  frames  provided 

1 

220 

“ 

Doors  and  frames  repaired 

3 

6 

- 

Yard  gates  repaired  or  renewed 

= 

- 

- 

External  walls  repointed  or  repaired 

- 

10 

- 

Defective  chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt 

2 
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Work  Carried,  Out 

Public 

Health 

Acts 

Hous- 

ing 

Act 

Other 
Acts  <8r, 
Orders 

Housing  » Continued 

Roofs  renewed  or  repaired 

3 

17 

Yard  paving  repaired  or  renewed 

- 

9 

- 

Defective  dustbins  renewed 

429 

- 

- 

Dirty  and  verminous  houses  sprayed,  fumigated 
and  cleansed 

19 

. 

Other  premises  sprayed  and  disinfested 

=> 

- 

- 

Houses  demolished 

24 

- 

Houses  closed 

- 

1 

mm 

Hew  sculleries  provided 

- 

6 

- 

Vestibules  provided 

- 

1 

- 

Additional  bedrooms  provided 

1 

C9 

Separate  access  to  bedrooms  provided 

- 

1 

- 

New  bathrooms  provided 

- 

41 

- 

Intervening  ventilated  spaces  provided 

- 

1 

- 

Existing  intervening  spaces  ventilated 

- 

i 

- 

Baths  provided 

- 

39 

- 

Showers  provided 

- 

1 

- 

Wash°hand  basins  provided 

41 

- 

1 Inside  watersloset  provided 

- 

41 

- 

Hot  water  systems  installed 

- 

40 

- 

Cylinder  cupboards,  provided 

« 

38 

“ 

Immersion  heating  or  other  water  heaters 
provided 

ca 

29 

Electric  space  heaters  provided 

1 

- 

Central  heating  and  radiators  installed 

« 

13 

- 

Additional  electric  lights  and  sockets 
installed 

c=» 

6 

«n 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

1 

- 

Water  storage  tanks  renewed 

- 

1 

- 

Other  repairs 

3 

2 

- 

OTHER  WOffiC 

Limewashing  of  bakehouses 

2 

Unsuitable  or  defective  factory  closets 
remedied. 

- 

1 

TOTALS 

72  6 

1339 

3 

L — . ...  
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Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  outstanding  at 

end  of  1969  22 
Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  arising  during  1970  2,07 6 
Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  abated  during  1970  2,068 
Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  outstanding  at  end 

of  1970  30 
Number  of  complaints  received  366 
Number  of  informal  notices  served  102 
Number  of  statutory  notices  served  12 
Legal  proceedings  Nil 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1936  and  1961 
Details  of  Statutory  Notices  Served 


r 

Section 
of  Act 

Reason 
for  Notice 

No„  of 

Notices 

Served 

Noo.  of  Notices 
Complied  With 

Outstand- 
ing at 
end,  of 
Year 

12l£ 

39 

Defective  drains,  sinks 
eaves  gut  t ers , down- 
spouts, etco 

5 

4 

(l  from  1969) 

2 

45 

Defective  closets 

— 

1 

(from  1969) 

93 

Other  conditions 
prejudicial  to  health 

6 

4 

(l  from  1969) 

3 

2261 

17 

Choked  drains,  etc 

1 

1 

- 

TOTAL 

12 

10 

5 | 

Of  the  twelve  statutory  notices  served  during  the  year  the  re- 
quirements of  nine  were  carried  out  without  further  action  and  three 
notices  on  two  properties  were  not  complied  with  on  the  expiration 
of  the  time  allowed,,  The  owners  of  these  properties  were  notified 
that  legal  proceedings  would  be  instituted  and  in  all  cases  the  work 
required  was  carried  out  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  Court 
proceedings „ 
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Office  Routine 


This  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  Department  is  often  overlooked  and  it 
is  fitting  at  this  juncture  to  emphasise  the  necessity  of  accurate  and 
comprehensive  records  in  the  wide  and  varied  field  of  the  departments 

activities o 

With  the  increasing  growth  of  the  district  and.  as  a result  of  new 
legislation,  the  number  of  records  to  he  kept  and  returns  to  he  made  weekly, 
quarterly  and  annually  has  increased  considerably  and  more  time  has  to  he 
devoted  to  this  work  each  year. 

During  the  period  under  review  the  clerical  work  was  carried  out  wi  th 
a high,  degree  of  efficiency  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  proper  function- 
ing  of  the  administrative  and  clerical  work  in  the  office  plays  a vital 
part  in  the  role  of  the  Public  Health  Department . 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse 

The  collection  of  refuse  was  carried  out  with  seven  vehicles,  and  one 
new  19/60  cuho  yard  continuous  loading  vehicle  of  the  rotating  impellor  type 
ordered  in  1969  was  delivered  during  the  year,  which  with  five  14/35  cuho 
yard  compression  type  vehicles  and  one  13  cuho  yard  dual  tipping  vehicle 
make  up  the  fleet 0 One  18  cuho  yard  dual  tipping  vehicle  was  taken  out  of 
service  during  the  yearQ 

The  rotating  impellor  and  compression  type  vehicles  provide  a much 
better  pay-load  and  were  of  considerable  assistance  in  reducing  the  number 
of  loads  of  refuse  and  the  consequent  time  taken  in  going  to  the  tip.  In 
view  of  the  present  trend  of  refuse  becoming  a lighter  and  bulkier  product, 
these  types  of  vehicle  provide  some  degree  of  compaction  of  the  load  and 
have  considerable  advantages  over  the  older  types  of  refuse  collection 
vehicle. 

With  the  continuing  growth  of  the  district  and  the  consequent  additional 
work  created  by  the  removal  of  refuse  from  new  houses  and  other  premises  it 
has  been  necessary  to  review  and  reorganise  the  collection  districts  of  the 
various  vehicles  during  the  year  to  cope  with  the  increasing  amount  of  refuse 
arising  in  the  district.  Not  only  does  the  growth  of  the  district  increase 
the  amount  of  refuse  to  be  collected,  but  due  to  the  changing  character  of 
present  day  refuse  many  householders  now  have  two  or  three  dustbins  with  a 
consequent  increase  in  collection  time. 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967?  the  Council 
provided  two  places  in  various  parts  of  the  Urban  District  where  residents 
could  deposit  refuseo  These  were  well  used  and  482  loads  of  rubbish  were 
removed  from  these  sites  during  the  year,  compared  with  289  loads  the 
previous  year.  In  addition,  sixteen  motor  vehicles  abandoned  in  various 
parts  of  the  Urban  District  were  dealt  with  under  this  Act  and  the  Removal 
and  Disposal  of  Vehicles  Regulations,  1968.  On  ascertainment  of  the 
owners,  notices  were  served  and  fourteen  vehicles  were  removed  within 
the  specified  period.  The  remaining  two  vehicles  were  not  cleared  and 
these  were  removed  by  the  Council 9 s authorised  scrap  metal  merchant. 

A special  collection  for  old  furniture  and  other  unwanted  household 
articles  was  also  made  throughout  the  district  once  a month.  This  is  a 
free  service  to  all  residents  on  request  being  made  to  the  Public  Health 

Department. 

In  spite  of  the  above  arrangements  a considerable  amount  of  rubbish 
of  various  types  continues  to  be  dumped  on  road  verges  and  other  places. 

During  the  year  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  has  been  maintained 
except  for  the  local  holiday  weeks  and  periods  of  high  absence  rates  due 
to  sickness  when  the  number  of  workmen  absent  has  made  this  impossible. 

The  absence  of  workmen  due  to  sickness  and  other  causes  (excluding 
holidays)  totalled  1,382  man-days,  compared  with  1,449  days  during  1969° 
1,174  days  were  lost  as  a result  of  sickness  and  208  days  were  due  to 
other  causes,  which  represents  an  average  absence  of  five  men  every 
working  day  of  the  year.  The  highest  number  of  absences  were  in  January 
and  March,  when  214  and  16 6 man=days  respectively  were  lost,  but  August 
and  November  had  absences  of  123  and  127  man-days  respectively,  these 
figures  being  somewhat  higher  than  the  previous  year.  The  lowest  number 
of  absences  in  any  month  was  6l  man-days.  In  these  circumstances  it  will 
be  appreciated  that  it  is  most  difficult  to  maintain  a regular  collection 
service  during  these  periods  of  hi^i  absence  rates. 

The  trade  refuse  scheme  has  been  continued  during  the  year  under 
review.  Under  this  scheme  the  contents  of  one  dustbin  are  emptied  free 
and  a charge  of  6d.  per  bin  is  made  for  the  removal  -of  other  refuse  from 
business  premises.  Where  loads  of  refuse  are  removed  these  are  charged 
at  actual  cost  plus  a percentage  to  cover  administrative  expenses.  During 
the  year  the  contents  of  1,395  bins  of  trade  refuse  were  removed. 

During  the  year  all  refuse  was  disposed  of  at  Grange  Farm,  Lowton. 

This  site  consisting  of  land  depressions  and  ponds,  has  been  restored 
to  normal  level  and  returned  to  agricultural  use  after  the  completion 
of  tipping  in  Jamaary,  1971 » 


38 


During  the  year  the  contents  of  132,011  more  dustbins  were  emptied  and 
343  more  loads  of  refuse  were  removed  than  in  1969 , yet  the  total  weight 
. of  the  refuse  removed  was  only  83  tons  more  than  the  previous  year,  a 
further  reminder  of  the  changing  character  of  present  day  refuse  to  a 
lighter  and  more  bulky  waste  product*  The  number  of  privies  and  pails 
emptied  was  somewhat  higher  than  the  previous  year. 


Details  of  the  service  are  as  followss- 


im. 

1^62 

Number  of  loads  of  refuse  removed 

3,382 

3,039 

Approximate  weight  of  refuse  removed 

9,883  tons 

9,808 

tons 

0 cwts 

15 

cwts 

Total  number  of  dustbins  emptied 

Approximate  number  of  bins  emptied  on  each 

673,271 

541,260 

collection 

13,465 

10,825 

Total  number  of  ashpits  emptied 

99 

71 

Total  number  of  pails  emptied 

101 

85 

The  total  cost  of  the  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  (year 
ended  31st  March,  197l)  shows  an  increase  of  £8,591  9®.  9&»  on  the  previous 
year,  the  principal  increase  being  on  wages  (£4,282  4s.  6d.),  haulage 
(£2,194  10s o 8do)  and  refuse  disposal  (£1,944  13s.  3d.) 

These  increased  costs  have,  of  course,  considerably  raised  the  cost 
per  head  of  population  and  the  cost  per  tons  of  refuse  collected  and  disposed 
of  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year. 


Details  of  these  costings  are  as  follows 


Total  net  cost  (Collection  and  Disposal) 
Cost  per  1,000  of  population 
Cost  per  head  of  population 
Average  cost  per  head  of  population  over 
past  five  years 
Cost  per  ton 

Average  cost  per  ton  over  past  five 
years 


1970 

£ s.d. 

56,816  10  6 

2,020  16  8 

205 

1 10  3 

5 14  11 

4 3 3 


1969 

£ s0  d. 

48,225  0 9 

1,750  0 0 

l 14  11 

16  8 
4 18  4 

3 11 


2 
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Replacement  of  Dustbins 

The  Municipal  Dustbin  Scheme,  commenced  in  1965  for  replacement 
of  defective  dustbins,  was  continued  during  the  year#  Under  this  scheme 
dustbins  are  supplied  and  maintained  by  the  Council  at  a charge  of  five 
shillings  on  the  request  being  made  for  the  provision  of  a dustbin,  and 
five  shillings  per  annum  afterwards,  such  Siam  being  recovered  as  part 
of  the  general  rate  on  the  premises , This  scheme  is  operated  in 
addition  to  the  existing  scheme  of  outright  purchase  of  dustbins  by 
owners  and  occupiers. 

During  the  year  seventy-nine  dustbins  were  supplied  by  the  Health 
Department  under  the  voluntary  scheme,  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
under  the  municipal  dustbin  scheme  and  four  direct  by  owners. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  defective  dustbins  were  also  renewed 
at  Council  houses  during  the  year. 
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SALVAGE 

The  collection  of  salvage  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year, 
waste  paper  being  the  principal  material  recovered..  The  price  obtained 
for  waste  paper  was  increased  to  £9  10s.  Od.  per  ton  in  January  and 
remained  at  this  figure  throughout  the  year.  As  in  previous  years 9 no 
separation  of  grading  of  paper  was  carried  out  and  all  the  material 
collected  was  baled  and  sold  as  mixed  waste  paper. 

The  total  amount  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard  collected  and  sold 
was  261  tons  15f  cwts.  and  was  58  tons  8 cwts.  less  than  the  amount 
collected  during  the  previous  year.  The  income  from  the  sale  of  this 
material  (£2,486  19s.  6d.)  was,  therefore,  £188  11s.  10d.  less  than  the 
previous  year. 

The  salvage  bonus  scheme  for  the  workmen  employed  on  the  refuse 
collection  and  salvage  services  was  continued  during  the  year  and  a 
bonus  based  on  a percentage  of  the  income  from  the  sale  of  waste  paper 
was  distributed  at  the  end  of  each  quarter.  The  total  bonus  paid 
during  the  year  amounted  to  £1,000  5s • compared  with  £1,185  2s.  lid. 
the  previous  year.  This  additional  payment  is  equivalent  to  3g-d.  per 
hour  for  all  the  time  worked  during  the  year,  compared  with  a payment 
of  4<i«  per  hour  the  previous  year. 

Materials  Salvaged 


1210 

19-6-9. 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Tons 

Cwts 

Q^s 

Mixed  Waste  Paper 

261 

15 

3 

320 

3 

3 

Bags 

2 

2 

0 

261 

16 

1 

320 

5 

3 

Receipts  from  Salvage 

1970 

1969 

£ 

S 9 

d. 

£ 

s 0 do 

Waste  Paper 

2,486 

19 

6 

2,674 

6 4 

Rags 

6 

0 

1 

5 0 

2,487 

5 

6 

2,675 

11  4 
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HOUSING 

The  General  standard  of  housing  varies  in  different  parts  of  the 
district o In  the  industrial  area  a number  of  sub-standard  houses  of 
reasonable  structure  built  forty  to  sixty  years  ago  require  improvement 
and  modem  amenities e Some  improvement  is,  however , gradually  being 
made  in  houses  of  this  type,  mainly  owner-occupied,  by  means  of  grants® 

In  the  remaining  areas  the  standard  of  housing  is  fairly  good  with  the 
exception  of  a few  groups®  There  are  no  back  to  back  houses  in  the 
district® 

The  majority  of  the  sub-standard  houses  are  not  of  such  construction 
or  in  such  a state  of  disrepair  as  to  warrant  them  being  included  in 
clearance  schemes  and  instead  of  their  condition  gradually  deteriorating 
they  should9  as  emphasised  in  last  yearns  report,  he  given  a further 
useful  life  by  improvement  and  the  provision  of  those  amenities  which 
have  now  been  accepted  as  essential®  The  residents  of  these  houses, 
many  of  whom  have  lived  there  most  of  their  lives,  would  welcome  the 
provision  of  these  amenities  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  not  too  distant 
future  all  houses  will  have  to  be  provided  with  these  essentials  for 
healthy  living® 

During  the  year  twenty-four  houses  were  demolished,  twenty-two  of  which 
were  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders,  all  made  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  previous  year®  The  remaining  two  houses  were  demolished  on  voluntary 
undertakings  given  by  owners®  In  addition,  one  house  was  closed,  being 
the  subject  of  a Closing  Order  made  during  the  year®  One  existing  Closing 
Order  was  revoked  and  a Demolition  Order  was  placed  on  the  house  instead® 
Although  a number  of  these  houses  were  empty,  fifty-three  persons  in 
seventeen  families  were  re-housed® 

The  position  regarding  the  repair  of  houses  was  somewhat  better  than 
the  previous  year®  A considerably  increased  number  of  defects  were  remedied, 
mainly  under  the  Housing  Act  provisions,  and  it  was  not  found  to  he  necessary 
to  serve  as  many  statutory  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  as  in  the 
previous  year® 


Housing  Act®  1969 

This  Act  came  into  operation  in  August,  1969  and  addition  to  several 
new  provisions,  amends  the  Housing  Acts  of  1957?  1961  and  1964<>  The 
provisions  for  the  payment  of  grants  for  the  improvement  of  houses  have  been 
amended  and  details  of  these  are  as  follows s- 
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(a)  Standard  Grants  under  which  house  owners  can  obtain  one-half  of 
the  cost,  subject  to  certain  maximum  amounts,  of  installing  the 
five  standard  amenities  - fixed  bath  or  shower,  wash-hand  basin, 
inside  watercloset,  hot  water  supply  and  a sink,  in  cases  where 
these  amenities  are  not  already  available.  Provision  is  also 
made  for  a reduced  standard  amenity,  consisting  of  a sink,  a 
hot  and  cold  water  supply  at  a sink  and  a waterclosei. 

(b)  Improvement  Grants  are  also  payable  for  a wider  range  and  more 
extensive  forms  of  improvement,  such  as  complete  reconditioning 
schemes,  conversion  or  adaptation  of  larger  houses  and  other 
buildings.  The  payment  of  these  grants  is  at  the  discretion 

of  the  local  authority. 

During  the  year  thirty-four  applications  for  standard  grants  were 
made,  all  of  which  were  for  the  full  standard  of  five  amenities  and  all 
were  approved.  Twenty-seven  of  these  schemes,  together  with  sixteen 
schemes  approved  in  1969  were  completed  during  the  year  and  these 
included  eleven  higher  limit  grants  for  the  provision  of  eleven  additional 
buildings  for  ground  floor  bathrooms « Of  the  standard  grants  approved 
during  the  year,  thirty-one  were  in  respect  of  owner-occupied  houses 
and  three  were  for  tenanted  houses. 

Sixteen  applications  for  improvement  grants  were  also  submitted, 
fourteen  of  which  were  approved.  Thirteen  of  these  applications  were 
in  respect  of  owner- occupied  houses  and  six  of  the  schemes  were  completed 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Loans  totalling  £4,970  were  also  made  for  repairs  and  other  work 
carried  out  in  association  with  standard  grant  and  other  improvement 
schemes  on  twenty  houses. 

A survey  of  all  the  properties  in  a suggested  improvement  area 
was  carried  out  during  the  year  and  a circular  was  sent  to  the  owner 
of  each  house,  offering  grants  for  the  improvement  of  the  property 
but  the  response  was  very  poor. 

Details  of  the  grants  made  are  as  follows:- 


Standard  Grants 
Housing  Ac to  1969 


Action  during  years  ■= 


(a)  Applications  submitted  to  local 
authority  (Pull  Standard) 

(b)  Applications  approved  by  local 
authority  (Pull  Standard) 

(c)  Applications  submitted  to  local 
authority  (Reduced  Standard) 

(d)  Work  completed 


♦Includes  sixteen  schemes  approved  in  19 6$ 0 


Improvement  Grants 


Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,, 


Action  during  years  <= 

(a)  Submitted  by  private  individuals 
to  local  authority 

(b)  Approved  by  local  authority 

(c)  Submitted  by  local  authority 
to  Ministry 


No e of  Dwelling  Houses  or  Other 
Buildings  affected  in  schemes  of 

Owner- 

Occupied 

Others 

Local 

Authority 

15 

1 

CD 

13 

1 

<= 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

45 


Action  during  years  - 

(d)  Finally  approved  by  Ministry 

(e)  Work  completed 

(f)  Separate  dwellings  included 
in  (e)  above 


Bent  Apt,  1957 

This  legislation  has  again  been  very  little  used  during  the  period 
under  review  and  no  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were 
submitted  during  the  year*  Information  regarding  the  provisions  of  the 
Act,  was  however,  given  to  members  of  the  public  on  request* 


this 

The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  action  taken  under 
Act  since  its  inception® 

Application  for  Certificates 

of  Disrepair 

During 

1220 

Since 

Commencement 

of  Act 

a) 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates 

Nil 

54 

(2) 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue 
certificates 

Nil 

Nil 

(3) 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue 
certificates 

Nil 

54 

(a 

) in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects 

Nil 

9 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects 

Nil 

45 

(4) 

Number  of  notices  to  landlord  - 
Proposal  to  issue  Certificate  of 
Disrepair 

Nil 

54 

(5) 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  land- 
lords under  Paragraph  5 of  the  First 
Schedule 

Nil 

l? 

During 


Since 


mo 

of  Act 

(6) 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by 
local  authority  under  proviso  to 

Paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule 

Nil 

Nil 

(7) 

Number  of  certificates  issued 

Nil 

37 

Annlications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

(8) 

Applications  by  landlords  to  local 
authority  for  cancellation  of  certificates 

Nil 

10 

(9) 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation 
of  certificates 

Nil 

Nil 

(10) 

Decisions  by  local  authority  to  cancel 
in  spite  of  tenant 9 s objections 

Nil 

Nil 

(11) 

Certificates  cancelled  by  local  authority 

Nil 

6 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Number  of  New  Dwellings  Erected  during  the  Year 


(i)  By  the  local  authority 
(ii)  By  other  local  authorities 
(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Hats 

1 

33 

10 

129 

8 

TOTALS 

34 

139 

8 

1 » Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year 

(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  48? 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  921 

(c)  No.  of  dwellings  in  (a)  above  found  to  be  not  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  but 
capable  of  being  rendered  fit 
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47 


(2)  Total  No®  of  dwellings  existing  at  end  of  year  which 
were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable  at 
reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  fit  and  in 
respect  of  which  ° 

(a)  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  have  been  made 

(at  any  time)  6 

(b)  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  have  not  yet  been  made  31 

2o  Houses  Demolished 


Houses 

Demolished 

Displaced  during 

Year 

Persons 

Families 

In  Clearance  Areas 

(l)  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of 
bad  arrangement  etc® 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired 

under  Section  43(2)  Housing 
Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas 

(4)  As  a resul  t of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under 
Section  16  or  17(l)  Housing 
Act,  1957 

24 

53 

17  j 

(5)  Local  authority  owned  houses 
certified  unfit  by  Medical 
• Officer  of  Health 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human 

habitation  where  action  has 
been  taken  under  local  Acts 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in 
Unfitness  Orders 

Nil 

mi 

Nil  j 

48 

3q  Unfit  Houses  Closed 


(1)  Under  Sections  16(4) , l?(l)  and  35(1 ) 
Housing  Act,  1957 

(2)  Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26,  Housing 
Act,  1957 

(3)  Parts  of  "buildings  closed  under  Section 
18,  Housing  Act,  1957 


4o  Unfit  Houses  made  Pit  and  Houses  in  which 

Defects  were  Remedied 

Noo  of  Houses 


(1)  After  inform],  action  by  local  authority  237 

(2)  Public  Health  Acts  ~ After  service  of  formal 

notice 

(a)  By  owners  6 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  1 

(3)  Section  9 and  16,  Housing  Act,  1957 
After  service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(4)  Section  24»  Housing  Act,  1961 

After  modification  or  revocation  of  a clearance 

order  Nil 

(5)  Section  24$>  Housing  Act,  1957 

After  determination  of  a demolition  order  Nil 

(6)  Section  27?  Housing  Act,  1957 

After  determination  of  a closing  order  Nil 


Houses 

Closed 

Displaced  during 
Year 

Persons 

Families 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

J Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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5.  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use 
Housing  Ac to  1957 

-■  >»'»nnn  ■ « rTl  «*l  i -i  -m-r*h&Sax*=t 


Ho a of  Houses 


(l)  Number  of  houses  retained  for  temporary  accomm- 
odation at  end  of  year 

(a)  Under  Section  48 

Nil 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2) 

Nil 

(c)  Under  Section  4 8 

Nil 

(2)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under  Sections 
34  or  53 

Nil 

6.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than  those  in 
confirmed  Clearance  Girders  or  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders  purchased  during  the  year 

Nil 

Verminous  Houses 

QO— ■— — i *ra  rill  rii  1 3WCL  ago 

During  the  year  twelve  Council  houses  and  seven  privately  owned 
houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin.  Of  these  premises,  four 
houses  were  infested  with  Bugs,  five  houses  were  infested  with 
Cockroaches,  nine  houses  had  infestations  of  Ants  and  one  house  had 
an  infestation  of  Crickets.  All  these  premises  were  treated  by 

Health  Department  or  contractor’s  staff  using  liquid  and  powder 
insecticides  on  a chargeable  basis  and  were  kept  under  observation 
after  treatment.  No  evidence  of  re-infestation  was  found. 

DRAINAGE  AND  CONVERSIONS 

During  the  year  six  hundred  and  forty-nine  visits  were  made  in 
connection  with  the  examination,  testing  and  repair  of  drains . Two 
hundred  and  twelve  choked  drains  were  cleared,  three  drainage  systems 
were  reconstructed  and  seventy-eight  additional  drains  with  five  drain 
inspection  chambers  were  provided*  One  new  drainage  system  was  provided 
at  a house  for  the  first  time,  in  connection  with  the  installation  of  a 
septic  tank  and  outfall  drains,  in  a situation  where  a sewer  was  not 
available.  Thirty- two  drain  ventilation  shafts  were  provided  in 
connection  with  this  drainage  work.  The  drainage  of  five  houses  was 
connected  to  the  public  sewer  during  the  year. 
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Four  privy  closets  were  converted  to  fresh  water  closets  following 
the  connection  of  the  above  houses  to  the  public  sewer«  Two  joint  ashpits 
were  abolished  as  a result  of  these  conversions* 

As  a result  of  the  action  taken  during  the  past  few  years  to  effect 
the  maximum  conversion  of  insanitary  closets , all  the  remaining  privy 
and  pail  closets  in  the  district  are  attached  to  houses  situated  a considerate 
distance  from  a sewer  and  are  only  capable  of  conversion  by  the  provision 
of  a septic  tank* 

The  number  of  closet  conversions  carried  out  since  the  commencement 
of  the  present  scheme  in  1945  is  as  follows s- 


Privies 

Pails 

Others 

Total 

1945  to  1958 

- Voluntary 

560 

88 

14 

662 

1959 

- Voluntary 

20 

5 

16 

41 

- Compulsory 

59 

4 

63 

I960 

- Voluntary 

6 

- 

1 

7 

- Compulsory 

35 

3 

- 

38 

1961 

- Voluntary 

3 

ca 

- 

3 

- Compulsory 

13 

5 

- 

18 

1962 

- Voluntary 

3 

l 

1 

5 

1963 

- Voluntary 

7 

1 

- 

8 

1964 

- Voluntary 

1 

l 

- 

2 

1965 

- Voluntary 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1966 

- Voluntary 

- 

3 

- 

3 

1967 

- Voluntary 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1968 

- Voluntary 

- 

2 

- 

2 

1969 

- Voluntary 

- 

- 

CD 

1970 

- Voluntary 

4 

= 

4 

711  115  32  8^8 


Provision  of  Sanitary  Accommodation 

The  approximate  number  of  the  various  types  of  sanitary  conveniences 
provided  in  the  district  are  as  follows «- 


Number 

of  Houses  on  water  carriage  system 

8,981 

II 

Middens 

21 

II 

Closets  attached  to  these  middens 

22 

II 

Dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens) 

Nil 

II 

Trough  closets 

8 

II 

Pail  closets 

13 

II 

Movable  dustbins 

10,987 

II 

Fresh  waterclosets 

11,134 

II 

Waste  waterclosets 

Nil 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Full  details  of  all  cases  notified  are  obtained  and  recorded  and  on 
request;,  rooms,  bedding  and  other  articles  are  fumigated  with  Formaldehyde 
after  the  patient  is  removed  to  hospital  or  when  the  patient-  is  certified 

free  from  infectiono 


Total  no.  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease  investigated^ 
including  food  poisoning  51 

Total  no.  of  visits  made  226 

No.  of  pathological  specimens  submitted  for  examination  54 

No.  of  houses  fumigated  26 

No.  of  library  books  disinfected  12 

No.  of  school  books  disinfected  18 

WATER  SUPPLY 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  with  piped  supply  9gOQ°J 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  wells  Nil 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  by  stand  pipe  Nil 


All  the  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  from,  the  public  mains. 

The  water  supply  in  the  Golborne  and  Lowton  areas  is  relatively  soft 
but  the  supply  in  Culcheth  and  part  of  Kenyon  is  comparatively  hard  in 
character.  All  the  supplies  have  generally  been  satisfactory  in  quantity. 

Eleven  samples  of  water  from  the  public  supplies  in  the  district  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  all  of  which  were  found  to  be 
in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  standards  for  Class  1 water  supplies. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

One  licensed  slaughterhouse  has  been  in  operation  during  the  year 
and  animals  slaughtered  at  these  premises  have  provided  a portion  of  the 
meat  supply  for  the  Grlazebury  and  Culcheth  districts.  The  main  supply 
of  butchers'  meat  is,  however,  obtained  from  outside  the  Urban  District 
and  all  the  meat  sold,  is  of  good  quality. 

The  inspection  of  meat  has  always  been  given  priority  and  a total 
of  one  hundred  and  five  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouse  during  the 
year  for  meat  inspection  purposes.  As  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
at  any  one  time  is  comparatively  small  it  has  been  necessary  to  make 
several  visits  per  week  to  ensure  100  per  cent  inspection.  All  the 
animals  slaughtered  were  of  the  best  quality. 
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The  total  number  of  animal, s slaughtered  and  inspected  was  slightly  less 
than  the  previous  year  and  for  the  first  time  for  many  years  includes  one  cow 
which  was  found  to  be  a casualty  animal#  None  of  the  animals  slaughtered 
were  affected  with  Tuberculosis  and  the  percentage  or  organs  condemned  as  a 
result  of  other  diseases,  mainly  of  parasitic  origin,  was  4°85  lower  in 
cattle  and  6 <>89  lower  in  sheep  when  compared  with  the  previous  year#  No 
whole  carcases  were  condemned# 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected  during  the  year 


INSPECTION  ANN  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD,  1970 

Animals  Inspected  and  Carcases  Condemned 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

Number  inspected 

107 

10? 

1 

1 

534 

534 

- 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerei 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

=• 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

l 

1 

a 

21 

■= 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

4 

100 

3*93 

0 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

■= 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  of 
organ  was  condemned 

o 

a> 

= 

<= 

0 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

o 

=» 

- 

•=> 

Cystic ere osis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  of  organ 
was  condemned 

0 

0 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

- 

= 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Details  of  Meat  Condemned 

im 

Tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases 

Nil 

Excluding  Cows 

Livers  ~ 2 (Parasitic) 

Livers  - 3 (wc  abscesses) 

Nil 

Cows 

Uterus  and  Udder  (inflammation) 

Nil 

Sheep 

Livers  » 6 (Parasitic) 

Lungs  - 10  (Parasitic) 

Lungs  ~ 5 (Pneumonia) 

All  condemned  meat  was  stained  with  green  dye  and  removed  to  a 
licensed  plant  for  conversion  to  fertilisers^  etce 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  at  slaughterhouse  » $ Cwts. 

2 Qtrso  14  lbs. 


Slaughterhouses  iotn  1958 
SI  augh  t erhous  e ene)  Reflations  0 1958  ° 1968 

During  the  year  the  slaughterhouse  at  Glazebury  has  been  maintained 
in  a good  condition  and  further  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  equipment 
of  the  premises  by  the  provision  of  improved  slaughtering  appliances « 

The  premises  have  been  kept  in  a clean  condition  and  the  slaughterhouse 
and  cooling  room  were  completely  repainted  during  the  yearo 

The  requirements  of  Part  4 of  the  Regulations  relating  to  hygienic 
practices  and  slaughtering  processes  were  generally  observedo 

Slaughter  Of  Afdmals,  JL258 
Slaughter  ofAnimais  C^ev^tion  of  Cruelty)  Regulations 

This  Act  and  the  Regulations s in  addition  to  the  requirements 
relating  to  the  provision  of  proper  lairage,  stunning  pen9  eteo9  prohibits 
the  slaughtering  and  stunning  of  animals  except  by  licensed  slaughtermen 
and  requires  all  animals  to  be  stunned  by  means  of  a mechanically  operated 
instrument  prior  to  slaughters 

Licences  granted  to  slaughtermen  under  this  Act  are  valid  for  a 
maximum  period  of  one  year  and  specify  the  types  of  animal  permitted  to 
be  slaughtered  and  the  type  of  stunning  instrument  to  be  usedo  During 
the  year  two  existing  licences  were  renewed 0 No  new  licences  were  is  suede 
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The  regulations  are  intended  to  secure  a high  standard  of  humane 
conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the  slaughter  of  animals  at 
slaughterhouses  and  knackers*  yards. 

Unsound  Food 

The  following  table  indicates  the  various  tinned  and  other  food  stuffs 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  at  shops,  warehouses  and  other 
premises,  all  of  which  were  voluntarily  surrended  by  the  owners  and  destroyed. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD,  1970 

Pood  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

Nature  of  Pood 

Type  of  Packing 

Quantity 

Condemned 

lbs  4 

023  0 

Apples 

6 lb  tins. 

6 

0 

Beef 

Bulk 

107 

0 

Beef  Steak 

6 lb  tins 

126 

0 

Cheese 

Bulk 

84 

0 

Cooked  Ham 

Various  Weights 

350 

0 

Corned  Beef 

Various  Weights 

399 

0 

Pish  (Frozen) 

4 oz.,  8 oz,  1 lb  pkts. 

87 

12 

Fruit  (Frozen) 

Loose  Bulk 

132 

8 

Gammon  Ham 

Bulk 

64 

8 

Ice  Cream 

Various  Pkts. 

74 

8 

Meat  (Frozen) 

8 oz.,  12  oz.,  1 lb  pkts. 

30 

4 

Milk  (Evaporated) 

10  H«  oz.  tins 

2 

4 

Pastry  (Frozen) 

8 oz.,  1 lb.  pkts. 

49 

0 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

2 lb.,  4 IB.,  6 lb.  tins 

18 

0 

Prunes  (Dried) 

Loose 

30 

0 

Tomatoes 

12  oz.,  1 lb.  tins 

32 

12 

Tongue 

3 lb.  6 lb.  tins 

99 

0 

Vegetables  (Frozen) 

Loose  Bulk 

208 

8 

TOTAL  WEIGHT 



1901 

0 

Total  weight  1,901  lbs.  = 1 6 Cwts.  3 Qtrs.  25  lbs0  a reduction  of 
7 cwts.  0 qtrs.  15  lbs.  on  the  previous  year. 


Approximate  weight  of  total  quantity  of  stock  or  consignments  examined 
from  which  the  above  was  condemned  - 128  tons  16  cwts. 
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Quantities  of  tinned  and  other  meat,  poultry  and  fish  products  are 
removed  to  a licensed  treatment  plant  at  Wigan*  Fruit  and  vegetable 
products  are  buried  on  the  refuse  tip  under  supervision. 

Fifty-six  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  food 
in  shops  and  warehouses  during  the  year* 

Food  Premises 

The  number  of  food  premises,  classified  according  to  type  of  business, 
in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows s- 


General  Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers  etc*  57 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  (including  those  selling  wet  fish, 
game  etc  * ) 9 

Meat  Shops,  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked  and  preserved  meat, 
tripe  etc*)  13 

Bakers  and/or  Confectioners  11 

Fried  Fish  Shops  15 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery,  minerals,  ice  cream  17 
Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  cafes,  snack  bars  and  other 
similar  catering  establishments  64 

Others  1 


TOTAL  18? 


Inspection  of  premises  used  for  the  preparation,  storage  and  sale 
of  food  has  been  carried  out  regularly,  and  a total  of  795  visits  were 
made  to  301  food  premises  of  all  types*  667  of  these  visits  were  made 
to  cafes,  snack  bars,  bakehouses  and  other  food  preparation  premises, 
and  once  again  much  time  has  been  spent  in  emphasising  to  all  food  traders 
the  dangers  arising  from  the  careless  handling  of  food  during  preparation, 
storage  and  sale.  5 special  investigations  were  carried  out  in  respect 
of  complaints  regarding  unsatisfactory  food  or  foreign  bodies  in  food, 
and  two  samples  of  food  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
in  connection  with  these  cases.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  each  case* 

Some  progress  has  again  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  improvement 
of  premises  and  equipment,  particularly  in  grocers1  shops,  for  most  shop- 
keepers now  realise  that  a clean  and  attractive  shop  is  the  best  way  of 
retaining  the  goodwill  of  their  elastomers.  The  rapid  growth  of  the  super- 
market type  of  shop  has  also  made  some  small  shopkeepers  undertake  the 
modernisation  and  reorganisation  of  their  premises  in  order  to  retain  their 
trade. 
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The  condition  and  cleanliness  of  the  various  food  premises  were 
generally  found  to  be  good,  but  it  was  necessary  to  serve  two  informal 
notices  regarding  failure  to  limewash  bakehouses  at  the  proper  time  and 
two  notices  regarding  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  other  food  premis@s9 
all  of  which  were  remedied  within  the  time  specified.. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations.,  I960 

During  the  year  much  attention  has  been  given  to  the  many  aspects  of 
these  regulations o A number  of  outstanding  notices  relating  to  the  provision 
of  wash-hand  basins , sinks,  accommodation  for  clothing  and  other  equipment 
were  completed..  The  following  table  shows  the  position  regarding  the  provision 
of  wash-hand  basins  and  sinks  at  the  end  of  the  year® 


No#  of 

No.,  fitted 

Noo  to  which 

Noo  fitted 

Premises 

to  comnlv 

with 

Regulation 

16  (Wash- 
hand  basins) 

Regulation 

(sinks) 

to  comnlv 

KiM 

Regulation 

m 

General  Grocers,  etc0 

57 

57 

57 

57 

Greengrocers 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Meat  Shops 

13 

13 

13 

13 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Shops  selling  mainly 

15 

15 

15 

15 

sugar  confectionery 

17 

17 

17 

17 

Licensed  Premises  etc» 

64 

63 

64 

64 

Others 

1 

l 

1 

1 

The  possible  contamination  of  foodstuffs  was 

again  given 

much  attentd 

and  whilst  the  trend  towards  packaged  goods  has  removed  much  unprotected 
foods  there  has  again  been  a few  instances  where  confectionery  and  other 
foods  have  been  exposed  unprotected  on  shop  counters  and  similar  places # 
Severe  warnings  were  issued  in  such  cases# 

The  majority  of  food  traders  in  the  district  however,  make  a genuine 
effort  to  comply  with  the  Regulations  and  the  elimination  of  thos®  few 
undesirable  and  thoughtless  practices  is  largely  a matter  of  failure  to 
give  proper  instruction  to  persons  employed  in  food  handling  processes# 

This  emphasizes  the  need  of  regular  inspection  of  these  premises  to  prevent 
any  lowering  of  standards  in  food  hygiene# 

With  regard  to  equipment,  much  greater  use  continues  to  be  made  of 
the  various  plastic  materials  which  provide  impervious,  easily  cleaned 
surfaces  for  counters  and  working  surfaces  in  shops  and  other  food  premises# 
The  increasing  use  of  glass  protective  screens  to  counters  and  closed 
display  cabinets  as  a means  of  preventing  contamination  is  to  be  commended# 
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One  hundred  and  ninety- eight  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
this  work  during  the  year.. 

Registration  of  Premises 

The  registration  of  certain  food  premises  and  hawkers  of  food 
continued  to  he  effected  under  the  provisions  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Acts,,  1938  - 19680 

During  the  year  two  additional  ice  cream  premises  (prepacked  products 
only),  one  fish  frier  and  one  hawker  were  registered  under  the  above  Acie 
One  of  the  ice  cream  premises  and  one  fish  frier  were  removed  from  the 
register  due  to  the  occupiers  having  discontinued  their  business® 


Whilst  premises  relating  to  the  sale  of  ice  cream  are  referred  to 
later  in  the  report^  the  number  of  food  preparation  premises  and  hawkers 
on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows 


No*  of 


Premises 

ions  during 

Year 

Purveyors  of  Meat  and  Pish  Products  = 

Pish  Pliers 

15 

17 

Butchers 

8 

22 

Grocers 

1 

11 

Confectioners 

6 

28 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

48 

35 

Hawkers  of  Meat  Products 9 Pish,  Fruit  and 

Vegetables  resident  in  the  district 

11 

- 

Hawkers'  Storage  Premises  in  the  district 

8 

15 

Hawkers  from  other  districts 

40 

• 

TOTALS 

137 

128 

Model  Byelaws  relating  to  the  Handlings  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of 
Pood  and  the  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air  are  in  operation  in  the  district® 


Bakehouses 

Number  of  bakehouses  on  register  11 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  28 


All  these  premises  have  been  kept  in  a clean  condition;,  but  in  two 
cases  it  was  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  limewashing  not  carried  out 
within  the  requisite  period  and  this  work  was  done  immediately  on  notice 
being  given.  All  the  premises  are  in  good  structural  condition. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


The  Urban  District  is  included  in  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Specified  Areas)  No*  3 Order  and  dairymen  are  required  to  supply  only 
designated  milk  in  sealed  bottles  and  containers . 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  milk  distributors  operating  in 
the  district  was  as  follows g- 


Producer  - Retailers  resident  in  the  district  3 
Producer  - Retailers  from  outside  the  district  2 
Retailers  resident  in  the  district  4 
Retailers  from  outside  the  district  8 


In  addition  to  the  aforementioned,  a number  of  shops  are  licensed  by 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  to  sell  milk  in  sealed  bottles. 

Thirty-seven  visits  were  made  to  premises  in  connection  with  matters 
relative  to  the  MLlk  and  Dairies  Regulations  during  the  year. 

Milk  Sampling 

The  regular  sampling  of  all  milk  produced  at  farms  in  the  district  and 
milk  supplies  from  outside  areas  has  been  continued,  during  the  year.  Regular 
monthly  samples  were  taken  from  all  producer  retailers  in  the  district  in 
connection  with  the  Brucellosis  eradication  scheme  and  samples  from  other 
milk  supplies  were  submitted  for  the  Tuberculosis  Test  and  Methylene  Blue 
Test,  and,  in  the  case  of  heat  treated  milk,  the  Phosphatase  Test  for 
Pasteurised  Milk  and  the  Turbidity  Test  for  Sterilised  Milk. 

A total  of  78  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  the  results  of  these 

were  as  follows?- 


Methylene  Blue 

Tuberculosis 

Turbidity 

Y)  & 

Type  of 

Test 

Test 

Test 

Test 

Milk 

Satis-  Unsatis- 

Uega- 

Posi- 

Nega- 

Nega- 

Posi- 

factory  factory 

tive 

tive 

tive 

tive 

tive 

Untreated 

34 

8 

«• 

•> 

24 

2 

Pasteurised 

24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

OD 

Sterilised 

- - 

— 

- 

20 

— 

- 

In  addition  to  the  above,  all  the  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  passed 
the  Phosphatase  Test. 

In  the  Milk  Ring  Test  for  Brucellosis  two  samples  of  milk  were  found  to 
be  positive  but  the  subsequent  culture  test  on  these  samples  was  found  to  be 
negative  and  no  a further  action  was  taken.  Subsequent  monthly  samples  from 
the  same  herd  were  found  to  be  negative. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  milk  samples  taken,  together 
with  comparative  figures  for  the  previous  five  years. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD,  1970 
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ICE  CREAM 

There  axe  no  heat  treated  or  cold  mix  ice  cream  manufacturers  in  the 
district o All  the  ice  cream  sold  from  shops  in  the  district  is  prepacked 
hut  a quantity  of  loose  ice  cream*  the  majority  of  which  is  of  the  "soft 
ice  cream"  type,  is  sold  from  vehicles,  all  of  which  come  from  other  areas 
outside  the  Urban  District. 

During  the  year  two  applications  were  submitted  for  registration  of 
premises  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  under  the  provisions  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Acts,  1938-68  and  the 
premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice  cream  only.  The 
registration  of  one  shop,  whose  occupier  had  ceased  to  sell  ice  cream  during 
the  year,  was  cancell ©do 

The  total  number  of  vendors  of  ice  cream  is  forty-eight,  all  of  which 
sell  prepacked  ice  cream  only.  In  addition,  six  manufacturers  from  outside 
the  district  operate  mobile  vehicles  in  the  Golbome  Urban  District «, 

Thirty-five  visits  were  made  to  ice  cream  premises  during  the  yeax 
and  the  requirements  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  relating 
to  the  storage  of  ice  cream  have  generally  been  observed  by  purveyors. 

Some  difficulty  has  again  been  experienced  in  obtaining  samples  of 
loose  ice  cream  from  mobile  vehicles  from  outside  districts  who  often 
operate  at  irregular  hours  and  prevent  the  submission  of  a sample  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  within  the  requisite  period. 

During  the  year  twenty-seven  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  All  these  samples  were  of  prepacked  products 
and  twenty-one  were  classified  as  Grade  1 and  four  as  Grade  2.  These  results 
are  satisfactory,  but  two  samples  were  classified  as  Grade  3 and  an  invest- 
igation was  carried  out  into  the  cause  of  these  results. 

The  grading  of  ice  cream  samples  over  the  past  five  years  is  as  follows?- 


im 

1 

1268 

12£L 

1266 

Grade  1 

21 

19 

26 

26 

30 

Grade  2 

4 

8 

- 

1 

- 

Grade  3 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Grade  4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Void. 

- 

” 

4 

3 

- 

27 

28 

30 

30 

30 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  responsible  for  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Act  relating  to  food  sampling  and  I am  indebted 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  particular®  of  the  following 
samples  which  have  been  taken  in  the  district  and  submitted  for  analysis * 


A total  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen  samples  were  obtained,,  consisting 
of  eighty=three  samples  of  milk  (seven  of  which  were  samples  of  Channel 
Islands  milk)  and  thirty-six  others  comprising? - 


1  Butter 
1 Canned  Peas 
1 Caterburgers 
1 Cherry  Jam. 

1 Chicken  Fillets  in  Jelly 

1 Cream 

1 Curry  Fruit  Mix 
1 Cut  Mixed  Peel 
1 Dairy  Custard^  canned 
1 Dairy  Produce,  canned 

1 Decongestion  Tablets 

2 Double  Cream 

1 Drinking  Chocolate 
1 Edible  Cake  Decorations 
1 Fresh  Cream  Dessert 
1 Full  Fat,  Soft  Cheese 
1 Instant  Non-Fat  Milk„  Skimmed 


1 Malted  Milk 
1 Meat  and  Potato  Pi® 

1 Medium  fat  Soft  Cheese  with 
Cucumber 

1 Mild  Curry  Paste 
1 Mincemeat 

1 Onion  and  Mushroom  Stuffing  Mix 
1 Onion  Sauce 

1 Part  Tray  of  Chips  9 Peas  and 
Steak  Pudding 
1 Seedless  Raisins 
1 Shrimps 

1 Stoned  Dessert  Dates 
1 Strawberry  Joghourt 
1 Sweet  Pickle 
1 Tea 

1 White  Sauce 

3  Ultra  Heat  Treated  Homogenised 
Cream* 


Details  of  samples  upon  which  the  County  Analyst  gave  adverse 

reports  are  as  follows ?« 


Sample 
Cherry  Jam 


Caterburgers 


Result  of  Analysis 

Contained  the  greater  part  of  a 
Worker  Bee,  wei$3±ng  0*11  gramme# 


Action  Taken 

Importers  communicated 
with# 


Meat  content  68#  5%*  Should  be  not  Passed  to  Preston 
less  than  80$«  County  Borough  for 

action# 


Instant  Non-Fat  The  name  "Dried  Skimmed  Milk80  which  Manufacturer 
Milk,  skimmed  is  the  appropriate  designation  laid  communicated  with* 

down  in  the  Dried  Milk  Regulations 9 
1955s  did  not  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  paragraph  5(2)  of  the  Fifth 
Schedule  to  the  Labelling  of  Food 
Regulations,  1970,  in  that  it  was 
not  conspicuous# 


Sample 
Canned  Peas 


Part  of  Tray  of 
Chips,  Peas  and 
Steak  Pudding. 


Medium  Pat  Soft 
Cheese  with 
Cucumber. 

Meat  and  Potato 
Pie. 
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Result  of  Analysis 

Contained  a circular  iron  disc 
measuring  4 <>48  centimetres  (approx. 

1-f-  inch)  diameter  by  0.55  centimetre 
(approx.  3/l6  inch)  thick,  of  the 
nature  of  a washer  haring  a central 
hole  of  1.08  centimetres  (approx.  7 A 6 
inch)  diameter,  countersunk  from  1.73 
centimetres  (ll/l6  inch)  diameter,  painted 
on  the  countersunk  side  with  cream  paint 
(haring  mairly  titanium  dioxide  and  barytes 
in  the  pigment),  and  haring  a recess  approx. 

£ inch  wide  all  round  the  reverse  face,  which 
was  unpainted  and  somewhat  rusty.  There 
appeared  to  hare  been  some  grinding  action 
in  the  countersunk  hole  because  a surface 
film  of  adhering  iron  powder  was  present 
and  more  of  similar  adhering  metal  powder 
was  found  on  top  of  the  paint  on  the  sides 
of  the  washer.  The  total  weight  was  56.84 
grammes  i.e.  2 ounces. 

Contained  the  remains  of  a partly 
smoked  cigarette  comprising  paper  and 
exposed  tobacco  from  a piece  of 
smoked  cigarette,  measuring  approx, 
one  and.  a half  inches  long  and  top 
open  along  its  entire  length.  Its 
weight  as  submitted  was  1.01  grammes 
of  which  the  actual  weight  of  cigarette 
material  was  about  0.246  gramme. 

Milk  Fat  content  23  °C Consisted  Wo  astion 
Ml  Fat  Soft  Cheese  with  cucumber.  advised. 


Prosecution. 
Fined  £5  and 
Costs  £11. 


Action  Taken 

Complainant 
informed  and 
manufacturer 
cautioned. 


Contained  a single  damaged  strand  Complainant 

of  cellulose  rayon  8.5  centimetres  informed  and 
long  and  weighing  0.025  gramme  - bakery  cautioned, 

appearance  of  some  kind  of  sack 
closure. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

During  the  year  further  attention  was  given  to  conditions  in  shops, 
warehouses  and  similar  premises.  A number  of  provisions  relating  to 
ventilation,  temperature,  sanitary  conveniences,  etc.,  are  now  governed 
by  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963s>  and  action  has  been 
taken  under  this  latter  Act  in  relation  to  contraventions  of  these 
requirements  in  respect  of  five  cases  of  insufficient  ventilation,  two 
cases  of  inadequate  heating  arrangements,  four  cases  o.f  defective  sanitary 
accommodation  and  other  minor  defects. 
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No  serious  contraventions  of  the  Shops  Act  were  found  but  a few 
instances  of  occupiers,  of  shops  failing  to  provide  the  necessary  notices 
relating  to  early  closing  days9  hours  of  employment  and  other  matters 
were  noted  and  appropriate  action  taken  in  each  case© 

Sixty-six  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with 

this  wonke 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  AST,  1963 

During  the  year  further  progress  was  made  with  inspection  and 
supervision  of  premises  coming  within  the  purview  of  this  Act  and  a 
total  of  one  hundred  and  nine  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises  © 

A number  of  contraventions  were  found  and  these  were  remedied  on  notice 
being  given  to  the  occupiers  of  the  premises  concerned©  Details  of  the 
contraventions  found  being  as  follows 8= 


Absence  of  or  incomplete  first  aid  equipment  21 
Defective  sanitary  accommodation  6 
Defective  washing  facilities  7 
Insufficient  accommodation  for  clothing  4 
Failure  to  provide  necessary  notices  17 
Inadequate  heating  facilities  2 
Absence  of  or  inoperative  thermometer  14 
Inadequate  lighting  2 
Inadequate  ventilation  ‘ 5 


Only  one  new  office  was  registered  during  the  year  and  one  fuel 
storage  depot  was  deleted  from  the  register  leaving  the  same  total  of 
one  hundred,  and  twenty^aine  premises  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year© 

The  additional  premises  registered  were  found  to  come  within  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  on  inspection  of  the  premises  for  other  matters  and  the  occupiers, 
being  new  to  the  district,  had  neglected  to  effect  registration© 

As  in  previous  years,  the  requirements  of  the  Act  relating  to  the 
notification  of  accidents  involving  the  absence  of  employees  for  more 
than  three  days  still  do  not  appear  to  b@  fully  appreciated  by  occupiers 
of  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies©  Only  one  accident  was  reported 
during  the  year  and  a full  investigation  was  carried  out  into  the  cause, 
it  was  due  to  a fall  whilst  handling  goods  in  a shop©  There  was  no  evidence 
of  the  safety  requirements  of  the  Act  having  been  contravened© 

No  exemptions  from  the  requirements  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 

Act  were  granted  during  the  year© 
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Details  of  the  premises  covered  by  the  Aot  are  as  follows s- 


Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
persons 
employed 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
a general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices 

1 

26 

659 

17 

Retail  Shops 

CO 

90 

247 

90 

Wholesale  Shops, 

Warehouses 

- 

1 

40 

=. 

Catering  Establish- 
ments  open  to  the 

public , cant eens 

- 

12 

6? 

C3 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

1 

129 

1,013 

107 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered 
premises  - 109 » 


NOISE  NUISANCES 

During  the  year  three  complaints  were  received  from  residents  relating 
to  excessive  noise  arising  mainly  from  factories  and  club  premises.  In  all 
the  cases  the  complaints  were  confirmed  and  after  lengthy  negotiations  and 
some  experimental  work  the  intensity  of  noise  was  reduced  to  reasonable 
levels  by  informal  action. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 
Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Regulations,,  1961  ° 65 

This  Act  governs  the  conditions  under  which  rag  flock  is  manufactured 
and  stored;,  and  controls  the  use  of  this  and  other  filling  materials  for 
upholstery  and  other  purposes.  Standards  of  cleanliness  of  filling  materials 
are  prescribed  by  Regulations  and  certain  premises  require  to  be  registered 
by  the  local  authority. 

One  factory  in  the  district  carrying  on  upholstery  work  is  registered 
by  the  Council  o There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  where  rag  flock  is 
manufactured.  Two  visits  were  made  to  the  registered  premises  and  one 
sample  of  filling  material  i.e.  Rag  Flock,  was  submitted  for  analysis, 
and  this  satisfied  all  the  tests  laid  down  by  the  Regulations* 


RODENT  CONTROL 


During  the  early  part  of  the  year  rodent  control  work  was  carried 
on  with  some  difficulty  due  to  illness  and  absences,  and  from  May,  1970, 
all  rodent  control  work  was  carried  out  by  a private  servicing  company 
tinder  contract  to  the  Council  <>  This  system  operated  satisfactorily  after 
the  initial  changeover  period  of  two  or  three  weeks* 

The  Council  continued  to  give  a free  service  for  the  treatment  of 
rodent  infestations  found  on  dwelling  houses . Although  the  Council  carry 
out  this  work  and  render  every  assistance  in  these  cases,  it  should  be 
emphasised  that  the  statutory  responsibility  of  keeping  premises  free 
from  rodent  infestation  is  placed  on  the  occupier* 

In  the  case  of  rodent  infestations  on  business  premises,  a charge 
is  made  for  treatment  based  on  the  actual  cost  of  labour,  bait  and  poisons* 
In  all  cases  the  work  has  been  carried  out  voluntarily  by  arrangement  with 
the  occupiers  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  Statutory  Notices 

under  the  Act. 

The  majority  of  the  occupiers  of  agricultural  properties  have  treated 
their  own  premises  and  in  many  cases  this  work  does  not  receive  the 
attention  that  it  warrants  often  resulting  in  the  spread  of  infestation 
from  farmland  to  house  property* 

The  number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year  (229) 
was  less  than  the  previous  year  when  282  premises  were  infested.  Unlike 
previous  years,  a considerably  increased  rate  of  infestation  was  experienced 
during  the  early  summer  months,  with  April,  May  and  June  showing  the 
highest  monthly  rate  of  infestation*  Other  months  with  high  rates  of 
infestation  were  February,  September  and  November.  A total  of  243 
treatments  were  carried  out  on  the  infested  properties,  due  to  a number 
of  premises  requiring  a second  treatment  on  re-infestation  being  found. 

293  properties  were  inspected  for  rodent  control  purposes  and  the  total 
number  of  visits  made  to  these  premises  was  4SIs  exclusive  of  subsequent 
visits  for  the  treatment  of  the  infested  premises* 
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Details  of  Surface  Infestations 


Type  of  Property 

Non— 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

(a)  Number  of  properties  in  district 

10, 288 

82 

(b)  Number  of  properties  inspected 

following  notifications 

229 

ca 

(c)  No®  of  (b)  Infested  by  - rats 

154 

- mice 

72 

(d)  Number  of  properties  inspected  for 

reason  other  than  notification 

27 

37 

(e)  No®  of  (d)  Infested  by  - rats 

8 

5 

- mice 

9 

2 

(f)  Number  of  infested  properties 

treated 

229 

- 

(g)  Total  treatments  carried  out, 

including  re-treatments 

24-3 

- 

CARAVAN  SITES 


AND  CONTROL  OP  DEVELOPMENT  ACT, 


I960 


During  the  year  four  caravans  in  various  parts  of  the  district  have 
been  used  for  permanent  residential  purposes , all  of  which  had  planning 
permission  and  were  licenced  in  accordance  with  the  above  Act® 


The  caravans  in  use  are  of  the  modem  trailer  type  stationed  on 
separate  sites  and  are  required  to  comply  with  the  Council ®s  standards 
and  conditions,  based  on  the  i960  model  standards,,  relating  to  sanitary 
accommodation,  readily  accessible  water  supply,  adequate  paving  and 
drainage  and  other  requirements. 

Action  was  taken  at  various  times  during  the  year  to  remove  the 
caravans  of  dealers  and  travelling  salesmen  who  were  encamped  on  unLicenced 
and  unsuitable  sites® 


Nineteen  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  work  during  the 

year. 

There  are  no  licensed  multiple  caravan  sites  in  the  district. 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 


This  Act  provides  for  a system  of  licensing  and  inspection  of  all 
premises  used  for  the  sale  of  pets,  including  a private  dwelling  if  used 
for  this  purpose# 

The  provisions  of  the  Act  require  that  accommodation  used  for  keeping 
pets  shall  he  suitable  as  regards  size,  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation 
and  cleanliness,  and  there  is  an  adequate  supply  of  suitable  food  and  drink 
and  that  the  animals  shall  not  be  sold  at  too  ea^ly  an  age® 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  Urban  District  which  are  licensed  for 

this  purpose® 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

There  axe  no  premises  in  the  Urban  District  to  which  this  Act 
applies# 


ANIMAL  DESTRUCTION  CENTRE 

The  Council  have  provided  an  Animal  Destruction  Centre  at  the  rear 
of  the  Council  Offices,  Lowton,  for  the  destruction  of  unwanted  domestic 
animals#  A modem  electrocution  chamber  is  in  operation  and  for  a 
nominal  charge  cats  and  dogs  are  instantaneously  and  painlessly  destroyed, 
a service  which  continues  to  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  public.  During 
the  year  forty- one  dogs  and  eighteen  cats  were  destroyed#  The  carcases 
are  removed  and  properly  disposed  of. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 

Five  persons  are  registered  as  scrap  metal  dealers  under  the  above 
Act,  three  of  these  being  recognised  as  itinerant  collectors  and  reg- 
istered as  such  by  exemption  orders  made  under  Section  2 of  the  Act# 

During  the  year  under  review  no  further  applications  for  registration 
were  received# 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

As  in  previous  years,  the  co-operation  of  boiler  plant  operators 
has  been  readily  given  in  furtherance  of  our  efforts  to  secure  a reduction 
of  atmospheric  pollution  from  industrial  sources#  With  the  gradual  improve- 
ment of  boiler  plant  throughout  the  district  and  better  knowledge  of  the 
requirements  of  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations,  1958$  by 
plant  operators  the  emission  of  industrial  smoke  has  been  very  much 
reduced# 
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Buring  the  year  eiggit  observations  of  smoke  emission  from  industrial 
chimneys  were  taken  and  in  each  case  the  emission  of  dark  smoke  was  below 
the  maximum  of  four  minutes  in  any  period  of  thirty  minutes  allowed  by  the 
Bark  Smoke  Regulations®  No  emission  of  black  smoke  were  recorded® 

The  Council  ®s  second  smoke  control  area  embracing  a large  part  of  the 
Urban  Bistriet  south  of  the  East  Lancashire  Road,  came  into  operation  on 
1st  July,  1970,  and  has  operated  successfully®  Although  there  was  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  premium  solid  smokeless  fuels  at  the  end  of  the  year  this 
did  not  seriously  affect  the  operation  of  the  smoke  control  orders® 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  smoke  control  areas  covered  an.  area  of 
2,163  acres  and  embraced  694  houses  and  43  other  premises® 

Byelaws  made  under  Section  24  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  are  in 
operation  requiring  the  installation  of  approved  heating  and  cooking  appliances 
in  new  buildings® 

The  Council  is  a member  of  the  North  Western  Bivision  of  the  National 
Society  for  Clean  Air  and  the  Manchester  and  Bistriet  Clean  Air  Council® 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Buring  the  year  there  was  some  variation  in  the  number  and  type  of 
the  factories  in  the  district  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of 
factories  on  the  register  was  as  follows g» 


Rayon  Manufacture  and  Processing 
Preserves  and  Sugar  Confectionery 
Engineers 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairs 
Motor  7ehi.de  Repairs 
Print  ers 

Joiners  and  Builders 
Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Com  Milling 

Tyre  Retreading  and  Rubber  Reclamation 
Electrical.  Repairs  and  Fitments 
Cinema  Furnishings  and  Upholstery 
Hospital  Laundry 
Building  Operations 
Plastic  Fabrication 
Other  Works 


1 

1 

8 

2 

11 

2 

7 

9 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

21 

3 

4 


78 
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The  requirements  of  the  Factories  Act  appear  to  be  well  observed 
and  in  every  case  defects  were  remedied  without  statutory  action*.  Two 
outworkers,  one  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  overalls  and  the 
other  concerned  with  making  and  packaging  of  Christmas  crackers, 
operated  at  premises  in  the  district  during  the  year.  The  premises 
used  for  these  purposes  were  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Turing  the  year  the  number  of  small  building  sites  were 
considerably  reduced  largely  as  a result  of  economic  considerations 
and  the  difficulties  of  administering  Section  127  relating  to  the 
provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  and  other  requirements  at  these 
building  operations  were  not  as  great  as  in  previous  years o 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  factory  inspections  carried 
out  during  the  year  together  with  particulars  of  outworkers  and  defects 

dealt  with. 

Part  1 

1.  Inspection  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA,  1970 


Factories  Act,  1961 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 
Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

(4) 

Number  of 
Occupiers 
Prosecuted 

(5) 

Factories  with 
mechanical  power 

56 

123 

4 

- 

Factories  without 
mechanical  power 

1 

3 

- 

- 

Other  Premises 

21 

31 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

78 

157 

4 

- 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  remedied;  - 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OP  THE  AREA,  1970 


Factories  Act,  1961 
Defects  Pound 


1 

Particulars 

(1) 

Pound 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M0 
Inspect- 
ors 

(4) 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspect- 
ors 

(5) 

No.  of 
Offences 
in  respect 
of  which. 
Procesu- 
tions  were 
Instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temp- 
erature 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  venti- 
lation 

— 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors 

M 

— 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conven- 
iences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

1 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

TOTALS 

4 

4 

- 

1 

- 

71 


Part  8 


Outwork  - Sections  133  and  134 


( 

Section  133 

Section  134 

j 

Nature 
of  i 

work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  section 
133(l)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

— 

Notices 

served 

Prosec- 

utions 

Making  of 

Wearing 

Apparel 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Making  of 
Christmas 
Crackers 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

